
viewviewJan - June 
2016th

e

Meet SCAPC’s
New Associate Pastor
Sarah Chancellor-Watson

f rom ST.  CH A R L E S  AV E N U E PR E S B Y T E R I A N CH U RC H

In this Edition:
Intertwine Art & Mission Project 

Rebuilding Hope Mission Trips
World Missions Global Outreach

Lindsey Becker’s Ordination
SCAPC Staff Changes



2 | Jan-June 2016

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  ........................................................................................3

MEET SCAPC’S NEW ASSOCIATE PASTOR ....................................  4-6

STAFF HELLOS AND GOODBYES ...................................................................7

HOW DO YOU PRAY?  ...........................................................................................................8-9

CAMP RHINO PRAYER TOUR ...................................................................................10

PW BOOK CLUB READS.................................................................................................... 11

LINDSEY BECKER’S ORDINATION SERVICE .................................12-13

PW NEEDLEWORKS INTERTWINE MISSION ...............................14-15

RHINO TWO-WAY OUTREACH  ............................................................................16-17

DIRECTORYSPOT ..........................................................................................................................17

JR. HIGH GIRLS SMALL GROUP ...........................................................................18

WORLD MISSIONS GLOBAL OUTREACH .........................................19

DISCOVERYFEST ...........................................................................................................................20-21

REFLECTIONS FROM CUBA .....................................................................................22

SAN FRANCISCO YOUTH MISSION TRIP ...........................................23

PHOTOS: LIFE AT SCAPC .................................................................................................24-25

WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT ............................................................................................26

MEMBER MILESTONES ......................................................................................................27

Creative Director:
Caitlin Wallace-Rowland

Editors:
Caitlin Wallace-Rowland

Bonnie Shoemaker

Contributing Writers: 
Don Frampton | Sarah Chancellor-Watson

Libbie Reiss | Nell Lanier
Catherine Karas | Sarah Whicker

Jane Rasi | Michelle Ramos 
Caroline Cottingham |Elizabeth Artigues

Lindsey Becker | Walter Becker
Laurie Becker | Lawton Fabacher

Kathy Randall | Clif  Rhodes
Caitlin Vanderwolf  | Patti Pannell

Sean Tate | Ashlin Murphy
Pierce Young | Michele Murphy
Price Lanier | Wayne Willcox

Contributing Photographers:
Steven Blackmon | Phil Luchsinger

Sarah Chancellor-Watson
Ouida Drinkwater | Pierce Young
Michele Murphy | Kate Elkins
Hailey Becker | Clif  Rhodes

Caitlin Vanderwolf  | Sean Tate
Andy Fox | Ashley Hope

Viewth
e

ST. CHARLES AVENUE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

1545 State Street
New Orleans, LA 70118

www.scapc.org
(504) 897-0101

Front Cover: SCAPC’s New Associate Pastor, Sarah, and her husband, David.
Back Cover: painting by Caitlin Wallace-Rowland.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHPRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

1545 State Street
New Orleans, LA 70118

SUMMER SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE:
Adult Sunday School ...................................8:30 a.m.
Summer Sunday Worship (Sanctuary) ......9:30 a.m.

IN THIS ISSUE:



Jan-June 2016 | 3

 Two summers ago, Kelly Hostetler called me into her office to confide that she and 
Matthew had made the difficult decision to relocate to Seattle for Matthew’s work. I was 
immediately met with two thoughts, how much we would miss Kelly’s gifts and abilities, and 
the church’s need to begin the process of finding an able replacement. That process, begun in 
the fall of 2014 with the election of an Associate Pastor Nominating Committee, has come to 
a happy conclusion with the June 12th election of Sarah Chancellor-Watson.
 Unless you have served on a pastor nominating committee, you cannot know the 
kind of total commitment that is required. It begins with prayer, ardent and ongoing prayer, 
that God would lead the committee every step of the way. Then comes general organization 
of the committee’s work followed by a “feeling out” process as a disparate group of people get 
to know each other for the important work ahead. A position description, called a Ministry 
Information Form (MIF), is carefully composed and submitted to the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) for dissemination. Fortunately, our committee had the newly approved church’s Strategic Plan at its disposal to serve as the 
basis for this form.  
 The submission of our MIF by itself resulted in a multitude of “applications,” called Personal Information Forms (PIF), 
sent in by candidates from around the country. In addition, we reached out to seminary presidents and the like – “Who are your 
top graduates? Who is looking to move? Whom might you recommend?” Personal visits to seminary campuses were scheduled and 
we wound up going to such places as Princeton Theological Seminary, Columbia Theological Seminary, and Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary. As our church is widely known around the country, we received upwards of 200 PIFs and inquiries in the 
first six weeks. A slow, whittling down process eventually produced a handful of potential candidates whom we brought to New 
Orleans for on-site visits.  
 We were reasonably confident that out of this group we would find our person. Didn’t happen.  
 Though each candidate was highly qualified in his or her own way, none of them emerged as the best fit for the church 
and we all knew it. (There is nothing like a face-to-face interview). And so, we regrouped and by the end of last year had developed 
another handful of strong prospects. An intense period of hosting this second group of finalists finally paid off. When we met 
Sarah Chancellor-Watson, who was the last candidate to visit, we knew deep in our hearts that she was the one for SCAPC.    
 I cannot begin to thank the wonderful members of the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee. They are John Dunlap, 
Ashley Hope, Emma Pegues, Geoff Snodgrass, Dawn Talbot, Miles Thomas, Ann Van Horn, and, our remarkable leader, Walter 
Harris. Together they read and reviewed over 100 PIFs, faithfully attended 53 meetings, hosted 10 candidates (each of whom came 
for two-day visits), travelled several thousand miles, and dealt with well over 1,000 emails. The sacrifice of their time for the sake 
of our beloved church has been unbelievable. But to a person they would rise to thank Walter Harris for his undaunted, inspired, 
and unceasingly positive leadership. It is because of his determined efforts that we are pleased and proud to bring Sarah, and her 
husband, David, to New Orleans, and to St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church.
 Surely the Lord is in this place!

Faithfully,

Donald R. Frampton
Senior Pastor

from the pastor’s desk
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Tell us about your early years – where you are from, where you grew 
up, where you went to college, etc.

I grew up in a small town outside of Tulsa, Oklahoma, called Jenks. I’ve 
spent most of my life in Oklahoma, attending Oklahoma State University 
in Stillwater (Go Pokes!) and living for a bit in Oklahoma City (Go 
Thunder!). I have a lot of Oklahoma pride, my family has deep roots there 
and in some ways it will always be home. I grew up going to church with 
my family pretty much every Sunday. You had to be really sick to get out of 
going to church in my house. We went to St. James Presbyterian Church, 
a small and then medium sized congregation, that my parents, Larry and 
Renee, started attending soon after they were married when the church 
itself was just beginning. I was very involved in the youth program at my 
church and never missed a summer going to camp at Dwight Mission, a 
Presbyterian camp and conference center in eastern Oklahoma. 

What influenced you to go into ministry? Was there an “ah-ha” 
moment where you realized that ministry is what you were being called 
to do? A book, a person, something that spoke to you?

I didn’t have just one “ah-ha” moment where God’s voice spoke directly to me and said “You will be a pastor.” My call has 
come more like a gentle whisper and tugging at my heart for my whole life. I really became aware of God calling me specifically 
to some kind of ministry when I was in college. I was studying music at the time and realized that I was much more excited 
and passionate about leading a youth retreat and being a camp counselor and going on church mission trips than performing 
and practicing music. I realized that where I truly felt like I belonged was in the church. I loved discussing and leading bible 
studies and devouring books on theology. I also received a lot of encouragement from mentors, family, and friends. God’s voice 
was clearly spoken to me through the people around me who recognized my gifts for ministry and invited me to participate 
in worship, to lead youth Sunday School classes and retreat small groups, and encouraged me to explore my call more and to 
think about going to seminary. 

The greatest influences on my life that have led me to seminary are the many faith families I’ve encountered. To the many 
churches I’ve been blessed to be a part of, to my camp and YAV friends, I’ve been shown the love of God that exists in 
community. It is this love that has shaped my call to be the kind of pastor who also wants to share that love with others and 
allow God’s love to transform us in community. 

What is your past experience in ministry?
My first experiences in ministry where while I was a high school youth as I served as a member of the Eastern Oklahoma 

Presbytery’s Youth Council where we planned and led youth retreats. In college, I was a youth group leader for a small town 
church and spent three of the greatest summers of my life working on the program staff at my camp, Dwight Mission. I also 
served as the Coordinator for our University Fellowship group, where we would meet on a regular basis to eat pizza, discuss 
theological themes of movies, and once watched Barak Obama be elected president. After college I served as a Young Adult 
Volunteer and worked in a faith-based non-profit which aided victims of domestic violence. Before seminary I worked in full-
time youth and children’s ministry in Oklahoma City, where I learned some incredible life lessons and made life-long friends. 
While in seminary I preached on a regular basis to an assembly of about 10 people in a small church in central Texas. I spent 
three weeks one summer living and working with a pastor and farmer in central Iowa and learning about tent-making or bi-
vocational ministry. Finally, I had the privilege of working part-time in youth ministry in Austin, where I get to work with some 
incredible young people who have big hearts for social justice and have taught me a lot.

MEET SCAPC’S NEW ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Sarah Chancellor-Watson
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Tell us about your family - Husband? Kids? Pets?
My husband, David, and I met at seminary and were married in August, 

2014. We adopted our dog Buster shortly after and spend a lot of time spoiling 
him. David is an avid golfer and a great cook.

My parents still live in Jenks. My dad is an accountant, loves golf, BBQ, 
and Jimmy Buffet. My mom is an Occupational Therapist who works both in 
home health and in pediatrics. She earned her Masters of Divinity in 2005, just 
one week before my own high school graduation. I definitely get my “preacher 
voice” from her. My younger sister, Jill, lives in Boston and is studying Archives 
Management at Simmons College. She loves books and cold weather. 

What is your favorite way to spend your free time? Hobbies? Interests?
I love to spend time outside, walking my dog, hiking, or going for a run. I 

also love to read, all kinds of books, and I have too many favorites to list here, 
but I will say that I have been a big Harry Potter fan since I was 13 years old. 
I also like to cook and eat good food. I enjoy hosting people in my home for 
a fun game night or meeting folks at a pub for trivia (I might be a little bit 
competitive). 

Any quirky/fun facts about yourself? Hidden talents?
I studied music in college as a vocal performance major my freshman year. 

While living in Peru as a YAV, I got to hold a sloth and hiked the Inca Trail 
to Machu Picchu. I have a tattoo on my foot that I got when I was 19 with 
my mother, who also got a tattoo on her foot at the same time. It was illegal 
at the time in Oklahoma to get a tattoo and we had to drive about 2 hours to 
Arkansas to get them done. 

What is your favorite quote? Or the best piece of advice you’ve ever 
received?

“The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the 
world’s deep hunger meet.” - Frederick Buechner 

Who has been the most influential person in your life?
I have too many amazing people in my life to pick just one, my parents 

though have been a big influence on my life through their unconditional and 
the ways they love one another and act with integrity and grace in their lives. 
As far as an influence on my pastoral identity, I will say that I have been lucky 
and blessed to grow up with and know some amazing female pastors, who have 
paved the way for me and continue to mentor me in my call. 

What’s on your bucket list?
Eat at a Michelin star restaurant, travel to every continent (except Antartica), 

learn to play the ukulele, and learn the word for “cheers” in as many languages 
as I encounter.  

Have you visited or spent much time in New Orleans before? What are 
you most looking forward to visiting/exploring/eating/etc. in New Orleans?

I’ve visited New Orleans a few times, but only for a couple of days at a 
time. The first time was with my family the summer before Katrina, and 
then I worked in Luling and Pearlington, MS through Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance. The stories I heard and the people I met who were affected by 
Katrina’s devastation stay with me to this day. On each of those trips we spent 
time in New Orleans, one was even over New Year’s Eve which we spent taking 
a ghost tour in the French Quarter. Most recently I was in New Orleans for the 
wedding of my friends Kathy and Alex Lee-Cornell. (continued on next page)
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In the short time that I’ve gotten to spend in New Orleans I find that I am already falling in love with it’s charms and 
culture. I love the idea of living in a city that has a long and deep history. I’m also a big fan of just good food in general, so I 
know I’ll fit in well already! I am looking forward though to hearing great music, exploring the city, learning its history, and 
most of all getting to know the people. Every time I hear people talk about New Orleans they always remark how friendly 
and hospitable the people in New Orleans are, so I’m looking forward to picking up some of that classic southern hospitality. 

What stands out about SCAPC that makes you excited to be part of the pastoral team?
I am excited about all of the ways you all are already involved in the community! I can see that so many people here have the 

same heart and passion for mission and sharing God’s love outside the walls of the church as I do. I’m excited to come in and 
join y’all in what you are already doing, as well as to dream new dreams and grow in the ways we reach out in the community. 
I think that sometimes churches hire pastors to do ministry for them, but through this whole process I have really felt that 
the people at SCAPC want a pastor they can do ministry with. 

Anything else you want the congregation to know about yourself?
I am seriously beyond excited to be joining y’all at SCAPC. I consider it an honor and a privilege to be called as one of your 

pastors. I look forward to meeting each and every one of you and walking this faith journey together, learning to love God 
better and grow together into the Body of Christ. 

Yours in Christ, 
Sarah Chancellor-Watson•

“Sarah is the ideal candidate for our Associate Pastor position. She is mature – far beyond her years, poised, highly intelligent, 
deeply thoughtful, and a great listener. She is well-grounded theologically in the Reformed tradition. Most importantly for us, 
Sarah is committed to the missional work of the church and has had a great track record for bringing others along.”     
                       -Walter Harris, Chair, APNC

“Sarah possesses a refreshing and contagious zeal for Christian ministry and the church. A people person, she is wise, mature, and 
has a wonderful “can-do” attitude. Since last fall she has had her eye on SCAPC, particularly as the Associate’s position is linked 
with local mission. She and David have already come to love the city and can’t wait to get started. I am very excited for the future 
of our church.”                 -Don Frampton

 Sarah Chancellor-Watson is a lifelong Presbyterian, born and raised in the Tulsa area of Oklahoma. Sarah’s faith and 
vocational call have been largely shaped by her church family and her experiences growing up in the church. Her ministry 
background includes working with youth and children, both in the church and as a camp counselor and program director. 
Sarah has had transformative experiences working in mission on the local level in her own community, and also in communities 
across Oklahoma, Texas, Arizona, and the Louisiana and 
Mississippi gulf coast following Hurricane Katrina. She has 
also served as a member of short-term global mission teams to 
the United Kingdom and the Czech Republic, and in longer 
term mission as a Young Adult Volunteer in Peru. Sarah is 
passionate about mission and outreach in the Church and the 
transformative power of Christ’s love in community. 
 Sarah has a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from 
Oklahoma State University in Stillwater. She recently 
graduated from Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
with a Masters of Divinity and The University of Texas at 
Austin with a Masters of Science in Social Work, as part of a 
dual degree program. 
 Joining Sarah in New Orleans is her husband, David, 
and their dog Buster. David is also pursuing a career in 
ministry, focusing on pastoral care. They met while in seminary 
and will be celebrating their second wedding anniversary this 
August. Sarah loves to read, travel, dance, sing, be outside, 
and find everyday adventures. Both David and Sarah love to 
cook and are looking forward to exploring New Orleans and 
all the culinary and cultural offerings of the city.
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We say goodbye to: 
-Carol Pointer, Accountant, as she retires
-Phil Stagg, Interim Associate Pastor, as 
our new Associate Pastor arrives
-Caitlin Wallace-Rowland, Web & 
Publications Coordinator, as she heads to 
graduate school

We also welcome:
-Sarah Chancellor-Watson, our new 
Associate Pastor
-Bonnie Shoemaker, Assistant to the 
Senior Pastor and Funeral Coordinator
-Hallie Lanier Boh, part-time Web & 
Publications Coordinator
-Kim Thompson Bauer, part-time Special 
Publications Coordinator

From Don:
 We will truly miss Carol Pointer, who has been a superb mainstay of support in our office in so many 
different ways, providing us with a reliable, efficient, and timely way to keep our financial engines running.  
Fortunately, Emily Fleshman, who has worked with me for eight years, is assuming Carol’s responsibilities…
good news for the church, but bad news for me!  Emily has been, in a word, sensational – the perfect partner – 
efficient, polite, even-keeled, and genuinely respectful of everyone. Emily is extremely well-qualified to be our 
accountant and the church will be just as well-served as it has been with Carol.  Thank you, Emily and thank you, 
Carol!
 As Emily leaves, Bonnie Shoemaker arrives as my new administrative assistant.  No stranger to the 
church, Bonnie has been our volunteer librarian for several years.  She is also well-acquainted with church work, 
having worked in the past with a large church in Atlanta as well as Columbia Theological Seminary in nearby 
Decatur, Georgia.  She is bright, energetic and very likable, and my first few weeks with her have been great.  
 With the arrival of Sarah Chancellor-Watson as our new Associate Pastor, Phil Stagg’s tenure as part-
time Interim Associate Pastor comes to an end.  I’m just glad that he and Molly live here and will continue with 
their active membership at SCAPC.  I am even more grateful, though, for his singular and exceptional service as 
friend in Christ and co-worker in ministry.  You have no idea how much Phil has meant to me.  He is wise, patient, 
empathetic, and totally committed to his calling.  He has been good to me, but more than that, he has been good 
for me.  His unshakable confidence in and allegiance to Jesus Christ has made me proud all over again to be a 
Christian pastor.  It is such a high calling; in the way Phil has comported himself as pastor, and in the manner of 
life that he leads, he has gently reminded me of this truth.  I am truly grateful to God for his ministry these past 
22 months, and wish him and Molly all the best.  
 Caitlin Wallace-Rowland has been accepted to the Fibers graduate program at the Savannah College 
of Art and Design, where she will pursue the further development of her talents in the world of textile design.  
Caitlin has done a wonderful job in helping us re-design our website and bulletins, welcomed us into the digital 
age with SCAPC’s Facebook page, and has shepherded us through several years of outstanding VIEW and 
other publications.  Her even-keeled and creative nature has been a real asset to the church staff, and we will 
miss her valuable input.  Serendipitously, two of our former stars who held this same position, Hallie Lanier 
Boh and Kim Thomson Bauer, each will be joining us on a part-time basis upon Caitlin’s departure this fall 
to cover her responsibilities.  Hallie will coordinate regular publications such as the bulletins, website editing, 
and e-newsletters, and Kim will coordinate special publications such as The View, the Advent Devotional, the 
Stewardship campaign, and other similar projects.  Please join me in saying farewell to Caitlin and welcoming 
back Hallie and Kim to our creative staff! •

SCAPC STAFF HELLOS AND GOODBYES

SCAPC Staff “Retirees” - Caitlin, Phil, and Carol
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As a child growing up in a multi-generational 
Presbyterian family, I thought of prayer as  “my prayers” 
said nightly before going to sleep or as a brief “thank you” 
for the meal we were getting ready to devour.  While 
saying the Lord’s Prayer in bed at night,  I requested a 
few things such as safety and health for my family,  good 
grades in school, and maybe finding the next hot toy of 
the week waiting for me after school one day.  

As a young adult, I went through the rituals assuming 
that I only had so much control over anything, and the 
prayers that would be answered really had very little to do 
with “my prayers” but more to do with fate and “whatever 
will be, will be.”

As a very mature adult, I looked back on both the good 
and the bad, prayers “answered” and those “unanswered” 
and I began to wonder why.  If I had only done something 
differently, would things have turned out differently?  The 
answer is of course that there is no way of knowing for 
sure. That is when I realized that my ability to discern 
what God really wants for me can possibly give me some 
influence over things that happen in my life.  So how do I 
make the decisions that I need to make to feel like I have 
listened to God?

I have learned through the Spiritually Hungry Women’s 
Group over the last few years that Prayer is what truly 
helps us as human beings, children of God, live with the 
decisions that we make, and that we make these decisions 
in our time spent with God.  

Human beings pray in many, many different ways.  For 
me, sitting by a window and enjoying the sight of blooming 
Hydrangeas or listening to a bird in a tree chirping at one 
in another tree opens my eyes to the mystery of nature 
and so much that humans do not have the capacity to 
really understand.  In poetry, I often wonder how a 
human being can put words together in a poem that read 
as though someone is actually reciting them to me. I am 
most deeply in true contemplation when things like these 
makes me ask “how can that be?”  I then realize that for 
me,  I am inspired and drawn in and I feel very close to 
God and personally, I want to spend time with Him. I 
spend this time in deep reflection pulling together my 

life’s experiences and discerning what I think God wants 
me to do.   It also has allowed me to just stop what I am 
doing on a busy day and say, “I know God is with me.”

“It is a beauteous evening, calm and free,
The holy time is quiet as a Nun
Breathless with adoration;  the broad sun
Is sinking down in its tranquility;
The gentleness of heaven broods o’er the Sea:
Listen!  The mighty Being is awake,
And doth with this eternal motion make
A sound like thunder----everlastingly.
W. Wordsworth

-Libbie Reiss 

For the past two or three years I’ve returned to the 
childhood practice of kneeling to pray before bed.  To 
this I’ve added kneeling again as I get out of bed in the 
morning. These moments devoted to God have come to 
mean a great deal to my spiritual life. I don’t kneel for 
terribly long, but I think the act itself reminds me of God’s 
sovereignty and my need for his presence in my daily life. 
Try it-you may really like it!

     -Nell Lanier

This year I have returned to one of my earliest prayer 
practices and also one of the most simple to incorporate 
into my daily routine.  Saying a blessing before my meals.  
Sometimes when alone, I recite some of the blessings I 
learned as a child.  Sometimes before meals, our family 
gives thanks out loud for specific gratitudes in our lives.  
This serves as a great reminder to have childlike faith and 
also to practice gratitude daily.  And since I love to eat, I 
have quite a few opportunities in my day to spend some 
time with the Lord! 

-Catherine Karas

I was recently blessed to hear organizers of major justice 
movements talk about “standing through the trigger” 
and caring for one another as the movements and attacks 
on them gain strength. Being vulnerable is difficult, and 

PRAYERPRAYERwhat does mean to you? how do you pray?

Our “Point of View” series features members of the congregation writing on a topic that is important and meaningful to them.
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confronting structural and systemic injustice is a practice 
that involves continuous exposure to deep world wounds. 
Consistently and consciously passing through intense pain 
to create understanding that leads to healing and peace 
requires an endless source of energy and inspiration. For 
me, that is a life of prayer to the One God who is Love.

The prayer journey to unification is perfectly designed, 
and provides comfort and confidence to someone with a 
mission heart who is increasingly called to advocacy and 
activism. My morning prayer practice that I call “sourcing” 
evolves as I am transformed, which is constantly. It 
currently goes something like this: 

I wake up to a song that makes me smile, and continue to 
lay in bed with my eyes closed. Allowing myself to bask in 
the I AM, I thank God for being everywhere and charging 
me with Life. I thank Jesus for showing me the Way, ask 
him to walk with me through the day, and imagine his 
blood washing over my mind, coursing through me, and 
making me new. I welcome the Holy Spirit to move me, 
and visualize being lit up like the Sun. I open my eyes to 
start the day centered in the Divine, sourced for loving 
action, and ready to shine with the conviction that God is 
benevolent.

-Sarah Whicker

God is using prayer to change me.  He has given me 
the desire to study scripture and to use his word as the 
foundation of my relationship with him.  Praying God’s 
word and remembering his deeds in prayer leaves me both 
amazed at his might and content and trusting in his care.  
He is both immense and personal to me and I am glad.  
When I concentrate on God instead of on myself, I look 
at the world through his perspective.  Seeing things with 
Gods eyes encourages me to respond to his word and to 

live in a way that honors him.
-Jane Rasi

What is prayer?
According to one of our most instantaneous mediums 

of receiving information in the year 2016 - that is via the 
web; a prayer is:

• A solemn request for help or expression of thanks 
addressed to God or an object of worship.

• An earnest hope or wish
• A religious service, especially a regular one, at which 

people gather in order to pray together
A further version on the etymology of the word says: 

c. 1300, from Old French prier “prayer, petition, request” 
(12c., Modern French prière), from Medieval Latin precaria 
“petition, prayer,” noun use of Latin adjective precaria, 
fem. of precarius “obtained by prayer, given as a favor,” 
from precari “to ask, beg, pray”

And if we want to go deeper between the differences in 
faiths and prayer rituals, we could easily spend more than 
a few paragraphs. 

I can relate with a prayer being: An earnest hope or wish/ 
A petition and solemn request for help or expression of 
thanks.

How do I pray?
Well, by hoping earnestly for a particular outcome, by 

asking the invisible in the form of a supreme power with 
grasp wider than mine to intervene in favor of a good and 
healthy outcome, and become visible rapidly. Another 
important way is by acting/moving; that is actively seeking, 
exploring and delivering behaviors to accomplish what I 
have prayed for.

Are my prayers successful? - Are yours?
-Michelle Ramos 
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The first time I pulled up in front of the abandoned school, sitting quietly on 
a tree-lined street in the Ninth Ward, I shivered. I had heard about this corner of 
New Orleans for almost ten years. Only today, as I prepared the Prayer Tour for 
Camp RHINO, had I actually come to visit. Graffiti covered every inch of the brick 
building. “Moton Elementary” was difficult to make out underneath. There was no 

sign, no recognition that this school and the houses facing it sat on some of the most toxic land in the country. 
When RHINO first began, church members would lead volunteers on disaster tours of the city, telling stories 

and pointing out canal breaches. By this time, ten years later, I knew I wanted more than just a Katrina-focused 
experience. I asked of these junior and high school students the same questions that were asked of me in my job 
interview: Why are some neighborhoods rebuilt, and others aren’t? Why is the volunteer work we do with RHINO still 
important to New Orleans? What does the city need, and how can we help provide for those needs?

Looking around New Orleans, I realized that the first step to understanding service is awareness. It’s easy to look 
past the homeless people on the streets, to assume that one neighborhood that is rebuilt means others are, too. 
It’s easy to ignore violence that happens in another part of the country or the images from a storm that happened 
ten years ago. But the reality is that people in need are all around, and it’s our duty as Christians to serve our 
communities intentionally and gracefully. As it says in Isaiah 1:17: Learn to do right; seek judgment, [and] 
defend the oppressed. That’s the foundation that I hope to build through our Camp RHINO Prayer Tour – open 
eyes and open hearts. 

Moton Elementary sits on what was formerly the Agriculture Street Landfill. Decades before Katrina or RHINO, 
in 1978, the city of New Orleans and a group of developers covered the long-running dump to put in a residential 
neighborhood. Heralded for affordable housing along with a new elementary school and park, the neighborhood 
filled up quickly. But within ten years trash, strange smells, and high rates of cancer plagued the neighborhood. 
Residents petitioned the Environmental Protection Agency for testing. The EPA found that developers had cut 
corners, not putting down a proper barrier over the former landfill, which exposed residents to a horrifying rate of 
toxins and chemicals seeping up. The lead rates underneath Moton Elementary School convinced the city to close 
the school and playground. 

As we drove by the first night of the prayer tour and told this story to the campers and adults, a white truck 
pulled up beside us. A woman stepped out, and we rolled down the window. She said, “At first I thought you were 
a disaster tour, but then I saw the name of the church on your bus. Are you here to see our neighborhood? Have 
you heard what’s going on?” She told us about the residents’ class action, and how even with a win in court, most 
residents wouldn’t get enough money to cover their medical bills, much less pay off their mortgages and move. The 
flooding from Katrina compounded the problem, leaving most residents deeply and hopelessly in debt on land that 
would eventually kill them. 

This story isn’t told often – amid the many disaster stories, it’s become just another corner of the city still in 
need. We brought the campers here (along with many, many other places) because environmental disasters and 
corruption aren’t unique to New Orleans. But the too-quiet struggle of the neighborhood as they try to survive 
day-to-day on toxic land is easy to overlook. 

I led our bus in prayer. We prayed for the families who struggled to survive health problems and feared their own 
futures because of the bad decisions of others in power. We prayed that government leaders see that the plight of 
these families was not their own choice, but they suffer because they cannot afford to leave. And finally, we prayed 
that we may have the strength to choose the right paths and to walk humbly with our neighbors – however different 
we imagine them to be from ourselves.

I hope the image of this school, a neighborhood with little hope and no future, will stay with the campers and 
adults for years to come. I hope it will motivate them to return to prayer and action. I hope it will bring them to 
look around at home and see that people in need are everywhere, they just have to reach out. •

THE AGRICULTURE STREET LANDFILL AND A LESSON IN JUDGMENT

CAMP RHINO PRAYER TOURCAMP RHINO PRAYER TOUR
by Caroline Cottingham
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by Elizabeth Artigues
Historical novels based on the lives of notable women:

The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd is a historical novel inspired by the life of Sarah 
Grimke, member of a prominent slave owing family in Charleston who eventually 
leaves and joins the abolitionist movement in Philadelphia. Much detail about 
early l9th century Charleston including the role of the historic Emanuel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the scene of the tragic event in June, 2015.

Euphoria by Lily King is a fictionalized account of Margaret Mead, her 
second husband Reo Fortune and husband to be, Gregory Bateson during a 
period when the three of them were doing field work in New Guinea.

Purely fiction:
The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah is a moving story of two unlikely 

heroes, a pair of sisters in southern France during WWII. “In love we find out 
who we want to be. In war we find out who we are.”

Girl on a Train by Paula Hawkins has no redeeming social value. This 
page turner is a psychological thriller that will keep the reader guessing until the 
very end. Soon to be a major motion picture, of course. Due to be released in 
October, Emily Blunt will have the title role.

An older book:
Gilead by Marilynne Robinson won the Pulitzer Prize in 2004.  A highly spiritual work that 

emphasizes ideas more than plot. it is beautifully written in the form of a diary by a Congregationalist 
minister in his 70’s for his young son to read when he is a man. This is a book that will need to be 
read more than once. 

Recent works of non-fiction:
The Wright Brothers, a biography by David MCullough emphasizes 

how Wilbur and Orville exemplify the classic Midwestern virtues of family, 
hard work, education, inventiveness, modesty, and the courage to follow one’s 
dreams. Indeed Wilbur claimed that the best advice for an ambitious young man is to “Pick out a 
good father and mother, and begin life in Ohio.”

Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson is the author’s  memoir of the work he did through his Equal 
Justice Initiative in Montgomery, Alabama exonerating  innocent condemned 
prisoners, fighting to end the death penalty and life sentences without parole for 
juveniles, and confronting, abuse of the mentally ill, the mentally handicapped 

and children in prison.  It’s a well written, easy to read book on a subject that’s difficult to read about.  
John Grisham said it best, “Not since Atticus Finch has a fearless and committed lawyer made such 
a difference in the American South. Though larger than life, Atticus exists only in fiction. Bryan 
Stevenson, however, is very much alive and doing God’s work fighting for the poor, the oppressed, 
the voiceless, the vulnerable, the outcast, and those with no hope. Just Mercy is his inspiring and 
powerful story.” •

Th e PW Book Club meets at 7 p.m. in the Land Building, First Th ursday of the month. Come join us!

recent recent PW BOOK CLUBPW BOOK CLUB reads reads
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A Letter Home From the Quirky Girl, 
by Lindsey Becker

 Th at’s right. Even after a decade in Texas and 
almost two years in Birmingham -- New Orleans and 
St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church are still home. 
As I think back on the weekend that we celebrated my 
ordination, I get so overwhelmed with emotions that I 
still struggle to fi nd the words to describe it. But what 
I can say is that having a church where I feel so loved 
and welcomed is a gift. I live in a generation of people 
walking away from church, and yet you have helped 
create this young millennial into an ordained Teaching 
Elder. How did you do it?
 I’m weird. I’m quirky. I ask lots of questions 
- hard questions. I never take anything at face value 
without completely turning it inside out and fi guring 
out its purpose. I don’t like convention. I’m outspoken. But, 
most importantly, I generally don’t always fi t in. Th is may 
come as a surprise to many of you, but I always struggle to 
feel like I belong. Whether it’s being one of maybe three 
seminary students unmarried and without children or not 
really understanding the mainstream Christian Baptist 
theology so many of my college peers knew or letting my 
mental illnesses convince me I didn’t belong, I always felt 
like I was on the outside even if I was standing in the circle. 
But at this church, I never felt the pain of isolation. 
 Th is is no diff erent for many millennials. I come 
from a generation where, even if your family and home 
are safe, you grow up fast. Th e internet and cell phones 
bring news stories, bullying, and the world home with us. 
Most of it is amazing. I have friends I keep in touch with 
from all corners of the world, I know more about cultures 
than what books have to tell me, and I get to connect with 
and respond to the needs of the world much faster than 
we could have ever imagined. But that comes with a price. 
For millennials, fi nding your place in the world is hard and 
scary. A lot has been handed to us that we haven’t asked for. 
Whether it is wars being waged that seem connected to the 
issues of generations long gone, or economic recessions we 
graduated into, millennials are scared and feeling alone.
 Th is doesn’t stop at church. When we ask why we 
should bother with church, we’re not just worried about 
sleeping in later on Sundays or fi nding something “more 
fun” to do. We’re thinking about bigger questions. What 
does this do for me? Where do I fi t in? In many churches, 
the answers are slim. At SCAPC, the answer was and always 
will be “everything and everywhere.” In a world where my 

generation is walking away from church in droves, what 
kept me coming back? It’s because of that answer. When 
I questioned my faith, I was encouraged to explore and 
learn more for myself. When I acted like a complete idiot or 
made a mistake, I was not only always welcomed back but 
continually trusted to participate. When I was an inquisitive 
child, I was welcome at the adult tables. Everything was 
about helping me grow in my own faith, not about being 
forced to consume a faith created by others. And my place 
was everywhere - from teaching in classrooms to sweating 
on the playground to speaking from the pulpit.
 When I think about my ordination, I think about 
the amazing gift that each and every one of you have given 
me - a church to call home. St. Charles is a place where 
I feel connected and supported. I feel heard, loved and 
sacred. Th is is what millenials so desperately crave and I 
am so blessed to have a church that fi lled that need for me. 
Without this place and without each and every one of you, I 
would not be where I am today. Th ank you for seeing a little 
girl questioning everything, a young teen awkwardly failing 
to fi nd herself, and an overwhelmed student abroad -- and 
envisioning a reverend. I’m proud to tell my colleagues that 
St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church is the place that raised 
me and ordained me. So, again, I leave you with my parting 
words from the ordination service that I will hold forever in 
my heart:

“What I give to you is gratitude. May the grace of 
Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you now and always.”
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 Watching and participating in our daughter Lindsey’s ordination in the church that my parents joined in the 
1950s, where I was baptized, where I went to nursery school, where Laurie and I were married, and where I served as an 
Elder was an incredible experience. Perhaps the most moving moment for me was after the Declaration of Ordination 
when Lindsey “crossed over” and sat down with Don and the other ministers. Many people have told me since the service 
how special it was to them. I think it was so special to everyone because everyone there had watched Lindsey grow up in 
our church, knew about her journey and what God has done in her life, and was so excited about the great things that 
Lindsey will be doing to serve God in the years to come. In my opinion, the Holy Spirit was with Lindsey and with all 
of us that morning.                -Walter Becker
 
 What a powerful day.  
 Before sitting down on the front pew, I ran my fingers across the inscription page in the Bible on the lectern.  It is 
the memorial gift honoring the life of Lindsey’s grandmother, Virginia Becker.  In the moments before the service began, 
I quickly relived all the Becker family milestones shared in that magnificent sanctuary, where Walter had been baptized.  
Our wedding.  Hailey’s baptism.  Lindsey’s confirmation.  Youth Sunday sermons.  Ruling Elder ordinations.  And now, 
this incredible milestone.
 As a mom, I realized from the start of the procession that there were other parents present that morning who 
knew exactly how I was feeling...the parents of acolytes who cheer silently when the candles get lit, the parents who 
mouth the words along with the children’s choir and nod their heads in time with the music, the parents who are proud 
and relieved when their anxious little ones bravely make their way to the front for the children’s message.  I have been 
in their shoes (pews!) countless times before.  And, as monumental as that Sunday was for me as Lindsey’s mom, I was 
equally inspired for all the possibilities ahead for the children just getting started in their spiritual lives. 
 As a church member, I was moved by this amazing congregation that has always been such an important part of 
Lindsey’s journey.   I was especially moved by Walter Harris’ words...for Lindsey to keep looking forward, because this 
congregation would always have her back.  
 This wasn’t the Becker family’s day.  This was the St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church family’s day.  I 
prayed that, with the support of this mighty congregation, all the children of SCAPC might realize their passions and 
potential.”                                      -Laurie Becker

 To watch a child of the church grow in her faith year by year to the extent that 
she senses a call to ministry, and then to have the special privilege of ordaining her as 
Minister of Word and Sacrament (Teaching Elder), has been one of the most satisfying 
and memorable events of my ministry.  Speaking for the congregation, we are grateful 
to God for the life of Lindsey Becker and pray God’s richest blessings upon her.                                                                                          
           -Don Frampton

 Lindsey is compassionate, thoughtful and inclusive. It was a privilege to have 
her in our wonderful Youth Group, and she should be extremely proud of all she has 
accomplished. Lindsey will undoubtedly provide years of comfort and guidance in 
what I know will be a fulfilling life in Ministry. •
                         -Lawton Fabacher, Former SCAPC Youth Leader
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 INTERTWINE (a 
verb: to twist together and 
become mutually involved) 
was the inspiration of Lee 
Randall’s cousin, Jennifer 
Drinkwater.  Jenn, a 2001 
Tulane graduate, is the 
assistant professor of Art and 
Visual Culture at Iowa State 
University and works as a 
community art extension 
specialist. Intertwine is 
a community-wide art 
installation on the façade 
of Design on Main, a 130+ 
year-old building that is part 
of Iowa State University’s 
College of Design in Ames, 
Iowa. The goal was to cover 
the entire front façade in a 
giant multicolored quilt, stitched together by thousands of 1-foot-square panels knitted and crocheted by people all over 
the country. The individuality of each panel tells a visual story about its maker, while the collective whole speaks to the 
ways our stories and lives are intertwined. After the installation ends, the panels will be professionally cleaned, fashioned 
into blankets, and donated to homeless and women’s shelters. The project is a nationally recognized salute to the arts and 
homelessness awareness.

 The completed project is impressive! It took more than 1,000 knitted or crocheted 
square panels made by needle workers ranging from 8 to 93 years of age from 14 
different states. It took nine months to assemble and more than three-thousand 
volunteer hours! The finished display catalogued each entry so that visitors could 
see where all the knitters where from. There was a great showing from the South.
 Included in the display were eight knitted and crocheted squares from St. 
Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church. The PW Needleworks group stepped up with 
colorful, skillful submissions. SCAPC Participants included Mary Ann Mott (2), 
Norma McClure, Carol Staiano, Mary Ruth Shanks, Frieda Palmgren, Ann Byerly, 
and Kathy Randall.
 This isn’t the first time that the PW Needleworks Group has given their time and 
skills to help others. Working together, the group annually elects to do at least one 
needlework project for others. They have made caps for newborns at East Jefferson 
General Hospital, created handmade washcloths and donated toiletries for the girls 
at Raintree House, made Christmas stockings for STAIR children, and this project 
allowed them to donate their time and skills to help the homeless. 
 Mary Ann Mott, coordinator for the PW Needleworks Group, reports it is 
celebrating its third year, with eight ladies meeting weekly on Thursday mornings 
at SCAPC. “We just show up and teach one another” says Mary Ann, whether that 
is a new stitch, a new medium of knitting, crochet, smocking, etc., or how to use 
the latest “gizmo on the smartphones our children keep insisting we have.” 

Intertwine: to become mutually involved

by Kathy Randall
PW NEEDLEWORK REACHES OUT TO HOMELESS
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 The ladies of the group have shown to be there for each other through both good times and bad. Thursday 
morning sessions have shown love at the loss of a husband, the tragedy of Alzheimer’s, or children moving away 
from home. “The baby items we have made bring us great joy and talking about these new lives so fresh from God 
counterbalance the tragedy and sadness associated with life experiences like spousal death and illness,” said Mary Ann. 
Even though they’ve helped each other through some tough life experiences, “we laugh far more than we lament” Mary 
Ann says. “Little joys we have shared include retirement, new grandchildren, new jobs for our kids, and the joy of 
competition in SEC football.”
 To learn more about the PW Needleworks Group, join them on Thursday mornings in the Land Building from 10 
a.m. to Noon or contact Mary Ann Mott, lamamama@aol.com. To read more about the Intertwine project, check out these 
articles: http://artistsnextdoor.tumblr.com/Intertwine | http://www.design.iastate.edu/news/5/6/2016/intertwine_installation | 
http://pwpcusa.typepad.com/pwmm/2016/05/pw-group-intertwines-art-and-service-.html. •

Below: volunteers from Ames, Iowa sew together knitted and crocheted squares from artists all over the country. Other 
photos feature the completed Intertwine exhibit. After June 1, 2016 the squares will be dismounted, cleaned, and made into 
blankets for the homeless. Many thanks to SCAPC’s PW Needleworks Group for submitting completed squares for the project!
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A TWO-WAY OUTREACH MINISTRYA TWO-WAY OUTREACH MINISTRY

Did you know that SCAPC’s Rebuilding Hope 
In New Orleans (RHINO) program is a two-way 
outreach ministry?  RHINO connects both local 
and out-of-town volunteers with opportunities 
inside the New Orleans area, as well as connecting 
SCAPC volunteers with important ways to rebuild 
hope outside our area. Are you surprised? I was. At 
least, I was surprised until I took a leap of faith and 
volunteered for two recent Rebuilding Hope trips 
outside New Orleans.  

The first trip delivered hands-on help in 
Wimberley, Texas, about 40 miles southwest of 
Austin. During Memorial Day weekend 2015, 
several towns in the Texas Hill Country experienced 
historic flooding when the Blanco River rose 
more than 40 feet in a few hours. Many homes 
and businesses were damaged or destroyed, and 
several people drowned or were seriously injured. 
In November 2015, RHINO assembled a team of 
SCAPC volunteers for a Rebuilding Hope trip to 
Wimberley. I was one of 11 people to sign-up and I’m glad I did.

The trip provided a great opportunity to get better acquainted with other members of SCAPC who shared an interest in 
RHINO outreach ministry. Together we were able to make an immediate, tangible difference in the lives of a Wimberley 
family. The Hays County Flood Response Center welcomed our team of volunteers and assigned us to help a family 
that had lost their home and all its contents during the flood. We worked alongside those family members for four 
days, helping frame and erect the exterior and interior walls and the roof of the family’s new elevated house. The family 
thanked us for our hands-on help and for providing direct support and hope from SCAPC for their well-being.

The second Rebuilding Hope trip I attended occurred in April 2016. This time I joined a six-member volunteer team 
on a five-day trip to Garland, TX, about 20 miles east of downtown Dallas. Garland and several nearby towns were 
devastated by a string of tornadoes the week after Christmas in 2015. An estimated 1,450 homes were damaged or 
destroyed, 11 people were killed, and many more were injured. 

RHINO collaborated with Garland Habitat for Humanity to build a new house for a husband, wife and son who 
had emigrated from Cameroon, Africa five years ago. Our team worked alongside family members, Habitat staff, core 
volunteers, and a team of volunteers from nearby Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church (PHPC). We put up dry wall 
inside and installed hardie board (i.e., overlapping solid fiber cement panels) on the exterior of the house. PHPC also 
served as home base for SCAPC volunteers throughout the week. The person who spearheaded Preston Hollow’s support 
and volunteer team was none other than Pastor Paul Seelman. Paul Seelman was the Associate Pastor at SCAPC at the 
time of Hurricane Katrina, and served as the principal architect and leader of RHINO when it was founded in October 
2005.  

As with our Rebuilding Hope outreach trip to Wimberley, our work made an immediate, tangible difference in the 
lives of a local family.  The opportunities for fellowship included not only volunteers from SCAPC but also PHPC. The 
accompanying photos show the work sites and volunteers involved in these two Rebuilding Hope trips.  Here’s hoping 
you will consider volunteering for future RHINO outreach activities … both inside and outside New Orleans. 

For more information on volunteering with RHINO, contact RHINO Ministry Director, Caroline Cottingham, rhino@
scapc.org or 504-897-0101 x111. •

experiences on Rebuilding Hope mission trips by Clif Rhodes



Jan-June 2016 | 17

experiences on Rebuilding Hope mission trips by Clif Rhodes

Have you used DirectorySpot yet? This is our secure, password-protected directory with fun features such as auto 
dial/text when you click on a phone number, auto-email when you click an email address, and the auto launch of maps 
when you click on an address. This directory is only open to SCAPC Members. You will log-in using your e-mail, but will only be able to use an 
e-mail that we already have in our membership database. If you don’t have an e-mail on file with us or need to update your e-mail, contact Camille 
Zander, camille@scapc.org. If you find that your contact information is out-of-date in DirectorySpot, you can send any updates to Camille as well.

DirectorySpot is available in both online and mobile formats. You can download it for free from the App Store (iPhone users) or Google Play 
(Android users). You can also access the data from the web (find this info on the SCAPC website at www.scapc.org/directory-instructions).

For Smartphone Users: (if downloading to an iPad, just search for “iPhone apps” and you will find DirectorySpot)
1. Download the DirectorySpot app by going to your app store and searching “DirectorySpot” or by the appropriate link here: iPhone – 

http://goo.gl/5U2Tzq or Android – http://goo.gl/iBK9lY
2. Launch DirectorySpot, enter your email address as your Username, and click on “Reset Password.”
3. Click on the link in your email to set your password, relaunch the DirectorySpot app, and login with your username and password.

For Tablet, Mac, or PC Users:
1. Go to www.directoryspot.net and click on “Login” in the upper right hand corner.
2. Enter your email address as your Username, and click on “Reset Password.” An email will be sent to you with a link to set your password.
3. Click on the link in your email to set your password and login.
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On February 16th, four members of the Junior High 
Girls’ Small Group, Violet Andrews, Bella Frankowski, 
Zoe Moseley, and Bella Lott, and their two student 
leaders, Kasey Smith and Caitlin Vanderwolf, went to 
Walmart to shop for supplies for “welcome kits” for 
the children at New Orleans Women and Children’s 
Shelter. The Women and Children’s Shelter works to 
“keep families together and empower self-sufficiency” 
by providing a safe space for mothers and their children 
to live and learn in times of transition. 

The girls were creative, caring, and thoughtful when 
brainstorming ideas about what to put in the welcome 
kits. They picked out toys and games for both boys and 
girls and chose various 

hygiene necessities that they would chose for themselves, all while considering our 
budget, which was derived mostly from what the girls brought from home. In line 
to checkout, we discussed Galatians 5:13-14, which reads: “for you were called to 
freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for 
self-indulgence, but through love become servants to one another. For the whole law 
is summed up in a single commandment, you shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

The final product? Ten fun and functional welcome kits, all of which include: 
a coloring book, a set of colored pencils, a loofah, toothpaste, a toothbrush, two 
matchbox cars, face and hand wipes, and stickers. This was the first of what we’re sure 
will be many successful community engagement projects. 

Pictured above: Left, us in line at checkout (from left to right: Kasey Smith, Zoe Moseley, Bella Frankowski, Bella Lott, 
Violet Andrews) Right, one of the ten welcome kits.

This year, we’ve done a ton of fun activities, like ice cream socials at Creole Creamery and decorating crosses for the last 
SCAPC trip to Cuba (pictured below). If you’re a student, parent, or volunteer who would like to get involved with the 
Junior High Girls’ Small group, contact Caitlin Vanderwolf, youth@scapc.org. •

JUNIOR HIGH GIRLS’ SMALL GROUP
make welcome kits for children at New Orleans Women & Children’s Shelter

by Caitlin Vanderwolf
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As a part of the recent Strategic Plan that was developed to guide the course for our church to fulfill its current mission 
and vision, the World Mission Committee was asked to evaluate current mission projects and to broaden their scope. In 
early 2016, a call for proposals was sent out to the congregation. The guidelines asked that proposals address “Poverty, 
Evangelism, and Reconciliation,” particularly as those issues relate to the education and empowerment of women and 
girls. Four of six proposals received by the committee were accepted.

Muliko Literacy Project in Mangochi, Malawi, Africa | https://www.facebook.com/mulikoministry/
Muliko provides literacy and Christian evangelism through three programs: adult literacy, child evangelism, and 

preschool. “We believe in holistic education that addresses spiritual, academic, social and physical needs of the learners.” 
SCAPC’s donation will enable the program to supply primers for the adults and will otherwise enhance services to the 
children’s programs. A note from the project director: “We really appreciate your support and the bridge you are building 
with St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church. May the Lord continue to work in and through you.”

Mama Maji’s Kanjira Water Project in Kenya, Africa | https://www.facebook.com/MamaMaji/
Mama Maji is a New Orleans-based organization whose mission is “to empower women to change their world through 

water.” Throughout many parts of the world, gathering water is a daily, time-consuming chore for women and school-
aged girls; effectively preventing them from continuing in school or obtaining gainful employment. SCAPC’s donation 
will enable a water tank to be installed atop a kiosk so that water can be collected and stored. Water will be piped from 
a central well through a gravity-feed system to the community kiosk. The water will be clean and treated to prevent any 
of the waterborne diseases the community currently suffers from. Women will be trained to run and even expand the 
water project as a sustainable business.

Ghana Scholarship Fund, Ghana, West Africa | http://ghanascholarships.org/
In Ghana, education is free only through Junior High School. After that, families in Ghana (where the average family 

income is $2.00 per day) cannot afford to pay the required tuition fees, leaving their children without opportunity to 
further their education and to secure meaningful employment opportunities. The Ghana Scholarship Fund provides 
educational scholarships for students from 22 rural communities. SCAPC’s donation will provide tuition costs for four 
Ghanaian girls for three years of senior high school. A note from the director: “Be proud of your gift of a life-altering 
education to our dear students. AND also be PROUD of their ‘giving back.’ These are remarkable young adults deserve our 
help. I bless you all from the bottom of my heart.”

Days for Girls, New Orleans Chapter | http://www.daysforgirls.org/
In many villages in Africa, the Philippines, and Central America, girls lack menstrual sanitary supplies. Consequently, 

they lose one week per month of education or work, falling behind and perpetuating the cycle of poverty and gender 
inequality. Days for Girls sews and distributes recyclable, reusable sanitary kits to young women, thereby empowering 
their lives. SCAPC’s donation provided funding for approximately 500 kits, each of which will last up to three years. •
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At a field trip to Tulane University in late April, Paige, a 1st grader at 
KIPP Central City Primary, carefully paints a small, clay pot as a spring 
breeze helps her paint dry. As she paints, she shares, “I have other plants at 
home, but I didn’t get to plant those! I also didn’t get to paint on them as 
well! This is so cool!” Across the field, Alton, a 4th grader, stacks a recycled 
tin can on top of a tissue box as uses both to build his Superhero City. 
Still building, Alton explains “In my neighborhood, there’s no comic book 
store. But, we visited one in another neighborhood on a field trip. So, I’m 
putting one in my Super City!”

In these moments, Paige and Alton exemplify some of DiscoveryFEST’s 
hopes for the over 100 participants in DiscoveryFEST’s afterschool 

program at KIPP Central City Primary along with the other 2,500 youth across seven other schools DiscoveryFEST is 
proud to serve.  DiscoveryFEST Enrichment Program aims to make the hours of a child’s day rich with play, learning, 
and discovery through afterschool enrichment, recess, and summer camp programs. Based on the foundation of discovery, 
DiscoveryFEST strives to make a deep impact in the lives of high-need elementary students in New Orleans.  In the short 
term, we serve a critical need in furthering the learning and social-emotional identities of children.  In New Orleans, many 
children simply do not have access to extracurricular activities such as art, play, music, sports, cooking, dance, and so many 
other enrichment opportunities. DiscoveryFEST provides children with the abilities to discover these domains gaining skill 
and experiences with character education, STEM, language arts, reading comprehension, and more.  The DiscoveryFEST 
experience draws inspiration from New Orleans’s celebrated culture where festivals are multi-day events that bring people 
together to experience food, music, culture, and more. DiscoveryFEST aims to cultivate a similar type of atmosphere; 
an environment where young people take part daily in exciting activities and experiences that celebrate the processes of 
discovery, curiosity, and imagination.

DiscoveryFEST, formerly the CP3 Afterschool Zone (CP3 AZ), was founded in the fall of 2010 through a partnership 
between NBA All-Star, Chris Paul, Partnership for Youth Development (PYD), and Chase Bank.  From 2010-2014, 
DiscoveryFEST served the youth of the Central City community in New Orleans by providing an enrichment-based 
afterschool program free of cost for the students of KIPP Central City Primary.   The program debuted with 40-second grade 
students at KIPP Central City Primary (KCCP) in October of 2010 with six enrichment programs and grew to provide over 
20 enrichment programs to 150 students grades K-4. 

DISCOVERYFESTDISCOVERYFEST
one of SCAPC’s newest sponsored Community Ministries

by Sean Tate
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Over the next four years, the CP3 AZ grew to provide more than 20 enrichment programs to kindergarten through 4th 
grade. When the CP3 AZ’s parent organization, PYD, was disbanded in early 2014, the CP3 AZ also ended its programming; 
leading to no further afterschool programming at KIPP Central City Primary. In January 2014, however, stakeholders from 
the CP3 AZ re-launched the program as DiscoveryFEST Enrichment Program to ensure that the students of KCCP and 
other youth throughout the city would not have to wonder where and how they would receive quality afterschool, recess, 
and summer programming in the future.

When asked about her new plant, Paige shares, “I’ve never really had the chance to use paint before and being creative 
in that way. But in art class, I got to use paint and found out I really like to use paint to make new things.” In addition to 
art class, DiscoveryFEST participants have the opportunity to take part in a variety of exciting activities including cooking, 
robotics, music, video game design, and more. Recess programs not only provide youth with opportunities to play outdoors, 
but also create opportunities for youth to learn new games and increase crucial physical activity needs.

DiscoveryFEST has even created original curricula utilizing superheroes, fairy tales, video games, sports, and even Star 
Wars to connect the processes of the academic day with fun, enriching activities. As one of DiscoveryFEST instructors, 
Kendric states, “DiscoveryFEST gives kids an outlet to use the things they learn in school in a different way. Especially with 
some schools where recess and similar programs have been diminished, it’s great that kids have these types of opportunities.”

Researchers and educators agree that interest and skill breeds greatest when children themselves plant these seeds. 
DiscoveryFEST hopes to develop this ability to choose and explore interests as well as provide its young participants the 
opportunities to collaborate and discuss with their peers, utilize conflict resolution skills, foster a sense of personal and 
community identity, and more, all furthering the development of their social-emotional identities.

DiscoveryFEST hopes to make sure enrichment is possible for all New Orleans youth, regardless of financial circumstance. 
Working with eight schools in 2015, DiscoveryFEST has plans to work with an additional three schools in the upcoming 
school year. As our organization continues to grow, the organization also has ambitions to offer its unique and innovative 
enrichment services in even more 
schools alongside more community 
partners. DiscoveryFEST’s biggest 
ambition, however, is to one day stage 
an actual DiscoveryFEST complete 
with youth artwork, performances, 
delicious food, and other festivities for 
the community to enjoy in a manner 
fitting for a south Louisiana festival. As 
a new Community Ministry Partner, 
DiscoveryFEST is proud to continue 
its work in the youth communities 
of New Orleans with the support 
and collaboration of SCAPC and its 
congregation. •
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Everything was bright: the sun that beat down on the 1950s 
styled automobiles; the colors of the small, square homes; the smiles 
on the church members’ faces during an Easter egg hunt; the Cubans 
attitudes as they came to retrieve water from our clean faucet. My 
week in Cuba provided me with many firsts--my first trip outside the 
US, my first language barrier, my first taste of dragonfruit. This trip 
was about the Cubans but it was also about me. I got to observe how 
a church with so little could spread so much love and how horses, 
cars, and pedestrians could learn to share the roads. I returned home 
with several souvenirs but also a stronger desire for community and 
an understanding that wealth is not happiness. –Ashlin Murphy

Ephesians 5:20 says, “Give thanks always for all things to God and 
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  This verse captures 
the essence of what I experienced with our Presbyterian brothers 
and sisters at El Fuerte Church in Cardenas, Cuba.  There is no 
denying that they have less than we do: limited freedom, reduced 
basic safety (diminished access to safe drinking water), fewer material 
possessions like cars and cell phones.  Despite this, they exude a 
warmth and gratitude that is almost palpable!  This joy stems from 
what they DO have: friends, family, health (for some), a sense of 
community and, above all, faith in God.  Giving thanks was even an 
integral part of the Palm Sunday worship service we attended with 
them, where members of the congregation shared and celebrated 
each other’s blessings.  Their gratitude was contagious and renewed 
my own.  Thanks be to God! –Pierce Young

Kevin, our children, Ashlin, James, and Sean, and I arrived at the 
Tampa Airport to meet up with Pierce and Helen Young – the start 
of what looked like a normal vacation, but this was no regular trip. 
We had 700 pounds of luggage full of gifts and supplies for Cuba 
and could only get the wheelchair on the plane by pushing Kevin in 
it through the airport and checking it at the gate. It was one of the 
special things we brought, a gift for a member of our sister church, 
El Fuerte, who had lost his leg and was using a broken down chair, 
making attending services and getting around difficult. During the 
Palm Sunday services, Ashlin helped serve communion, Helen read 
scripture, and we surprised the member with his new chair. His face 
lit up as he saw his mobility issues resolved. The people in Cuba 
are so appreciative of everything that we do for them, but what we 
receive from them is greater than anything we can give them. They 
are resourceful and creative while still being faithful and hopeful. 
The restrictions between the US and Cuba are beginning to open 
up but the need is still great. I encourage everyone from the church 
who is interested, to participate in a mission trip to one of the most 
beautiful islands and experience the love and culture that can only 
be described as Cuban. –Michele Murphy •

reflections from Cuba
SCAPC’S LATEST CUBA MISSION TRIP
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On June 12th, 15 SCAPC High School Youth embarked upon an amazing trip with Center For Student Missions 
in San Francisco, California. Throughout the week, the students and their five adult leaders had the pleasure of 
working in and around the city with many different non-profit organizations, ministry sites, and even a hospital for 
elderly Alzheimer’s and dementia patients. Among other activities, the team packaged carrots and corn at the SF/
Marin Food Bank, delivered home-cooked meals to the home-bound residents of the city through Project Open 
Hand, sorted clothing and toys for the Salvation Army, and served food at the St. Vincent’s de Paul dining room in 
Oakland. Through service, we got to explore plenty of San Francisco and the surrounding areas. We even took some 
time in silent reflection, walking the length of the famous Golden Gate Bridge in prayer. After such a wonderful 
week, it was certainly hard to come back to the heat of New Orleans! •

• YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO SAN FRANCISCO •
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Harvard Krokodiloes at WNO

RHINO Sunday and guest preacher 
Paul Seelman

PW Annual Retreat

Vacation Bible School

Senior Adults Winter Brunch
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WNO Minute to Win It

WNO Eggstravaganza

WNO Cake Walk

WNO Job Series 

Senior Adults Creole Queen Riverboat Cruise

Carrollton Summer Camp

WNO Hawaiian Night

Vacation Bible School

Palm Sunday
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It was a great Spring for Wednesday 
Night Out! We celebrated the Mardi 
Gras season with a delicious King Cake 
Contest, got ready for Easter by stuffing 
eggs at our WNO Eggstravaganza, had 
great family game nights with Bingo, 
Trivia, a Cake Walk, and Minute to Win 
It, and of course got to enjoy the annual 
Broadway Night put on by our very own 
Chancel Choir. 

If you haven’t made it to WNO in 
a while or if you’ve never been, you are 
truly missing out on a great way to spend 
quality time eating, talking, and playing 
with fellow church members. We are 
usually joined by the RHINO group 
of the week so it is also a good way to 
get to know them and show them our 
appreciation for all of their hard work. 

And I still haven’t mentioned the food yet. Our resident chefs, Jim and Bonnie Hobden, serve excellent meals 
each week ranging from fine Italian cuisine to mouth-watering comfort food recipes.  The food is absolutely delicious.

Our attendance was great this Spring but we always want more people to come and be part of the fellowship and 
fun. The Fall 2016 program schedule is below. We’ve got some great programs lined up including Collegiate Night, 
a Zucchini Race, Pumpkin Decorating, and Christmas Caroling. Please try to make one of the first few dinners and 
I bet you’ll become a regular attendee. 
See you this Fall! •

FALL 2016 WNO SCHEDULE: 
programming subject to change

9/7 – Trivia Night
9/14 – Saints Theme Dinner
9/21 – BINGO
9/28 – Collegiate Night
10/5 – Zucchini Race
10/19 – Pumpkin Decorating
10/26 – Costume Night
11/2 – Trivia Night
11/9 – Cake Walk
11/16 – BINGO
11/30 – Christmas Caroling 
12/7 - White Gift Wrapping

Wednesday Night Out
by Price Lanier
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BIRTHS
Finley Andrew Elkins,

child of Geoffrey & Caitlyn Elkins
Lily Evelyn Anne Legier,

child of Billy & Marci Legier
Griffin Pearl Stagg,

child of David & Andie Stagg
Laura Quinn Smith,

child of Philip & Jennifer Smith
Clay Morgan Smith, Jr.,

child of Clay & Katy Smith
Calvin Dean Carlisle,

child of Matthew & Christina 
Carlisle

Theodore James Carlisle,
child of Matthew & Christina 
Carlisle

Porter Jane Frampton,
child of Harrison & Merrell 
Frampton

Helen Catherine Montgomery,
child of Scott & Melissa 
Montgomery

Lillian Reece Berger,
child of Ryan & Amanda Berger

MEMBER DEATHS
Louise Burnstein
Kent Mitchell

MARRIAGES
Kara Van de Carr & Daryl Byrd
Catherine Cauley & Claire Karas
Emily Strong & Andrew Dike
Elise Guidry & Raymond Williams

BAPTISMS
Charlotte Carrere Sapir

child of Charlotte & JP Sapir
John Martin Roth

child of Richard & Mary Martin 
Roth

Olivia Rose Davidson
child of William & Shoni Davidson

Lily Evelyn Anne Legier
child of Billy & Marci Legier

Margaret Wells Carrere
child of Emily & Park Carrere

Lilly Elise Folse
child of Courtney & Chad Folse

Stella Grace Folse
child of Courtney & Chad Folse

John Walker Tipton
child of John & Anna Tipton

Laura Quinn Smith
child of Philip & Jennifer Smith

Finley Andrew Elkins
child of Geoffrey & Caitlyn Elkins

Juliet Elizabeth Bachmann
child of Jeb & Jessica Bachmann

John Griffin Wilson
child of Matthew & Annie Wilson

Caroline Caldwell Goodwin
child of Brett & Elizabeth Goodwin

Holton Robbins Garner
child of Emily & Cameron Garner

Alice Virginia Granade
child of Katherine & Joseph 
Granade

Isabella Andress Lott (youth)
child of Tony & Beth Lott

Laura Mutter (adult)

NEW MEMBERS
Mark & Jennifer Moseley
Eric & Karen Troup
Ryan Krlin
Patrick & Gillian Egan
Pat Barker
Jonathan & Marta Hand
William & Mary Lunn
Mel & Charlotte Mathes
Jane Rasi
Caitlyn Elkins
Robert Weston
Margaret Winston
Louis Jung
Sophie Brewer
Caitlin Desobry
Bella Frankowski
Bella Lott
Charlie November
Marsha Rapfogel
Margot Roussel
Conery Schmidt
Jake Thomas
Richard Friedman
Cameron & Emily Garner
Martha Lane
Esmond Phelps
Bo Sanders IV
Alec & Christina Fritchie
Kyle & Daphne Davis
Kevin & Kimberly Graben
Katy Smith
William Shelley
Kelly Walker

SCAPC MEMBER MILESTONES
Send your SCAPC member milestones to 

Camille Zander, camille@scapc.org.

A NOTE FROM THE CREATIVE DIRECTOR:
Over the past three years as Web & Publications Coordinator at SCAPC, it has been my pleasure to get to know so many 
of you as we’ve worked together on various publications projects. I feel so blessed to have not only found a job I love, but 
to have had an amazing staff to work with and a wonderful congregation to be welcomed into. I’m so thankful for my 
time here, the wonderful events and programs I was a part of, and the many church members that have become friends 
and family to me. I’m sad that this issue of The View will be my last, but I’m excited for what the future holds! I’m off 
this fall to graduate school at the Savannah College of Art and Design, but New Orleans and my SCAPC family will 
always hold a special place in my heart. 
        xoxo,
         
                  Caitlin Wallace-Rowland
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Please deliver to:

You go nowhere by accident.
Wherever you go, God is sending you.
Wherever you are, God has put you there.
He has a purpose in you being there.
Christ who indwells you has something 
He wants to do through wherever you are. 
Believe this and go in His grace and love 
and power. 


