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From the Pastor’s Desk

As you read through this issue of The View, you’ll see many different 
SCAPC ministries at work – and play: in our building, our community 
and our world.  It’s a privilege to be part of our church at such an exciting 
time! Amidst the chaos of two renovations, the celebration of 25 years of 
musical leadership; a pilgrimage to the birthplace of our Reformed faith; 
and the transformation of countless lives through mission…there are a 
few constants, some defining elements at the heart of this church.

One such constant, for the last quarter century, is Steven Blackmon, 
our beloved organist and Director of Music.  Steven’s ministry to SCAPC 
over two-and-a-half decades is something we brag about, thank God for 
and try not to mention to him too much, lest he decide to go elsewhere!  
The article on p.12, along with the festivities scheduled in his honor on 
the 11th of September barely begin to do justice to the breadth of Ste-
ven’s ministry.  Speaking for myself, I doubt I’ll ever again be privileged 
to work with a musician so talented, so dedicated and so darn likeable! 

Another constant for us here at SCAPC is our commitment to mission.  Our sanctuary is the result of one 
woman’s vision and generous gift – since that first act of mission, the opportunities for giving have only multi-
plied. One such missional opportunity is coming up on Sunday, September 25th.  Working with World Vision, 
the World Mission committee hopes to secure sponsors for 150 children in desperate need of the basics we take 
for granted: clean water, nutritious food, shelter, and the possibility of education. Every SCAPC member who re-
sponds to this call will change the lives, families and communities of these children – not to mention the change 
the Spirit works in the sponsors themselves.  Read more about Hope Sunday at SCAPC, on p. 16. 

A third constant here at SCAPC is change.  We are thrilled to welcome Avery Strada as RHINO Program Man-
ager; she is already hard at work, growing the ministry, while cracking jokes in easy camaraderie with the staff.  
The reimagining of RHINO parallels the renovations of our first floor, starting this fall.  After nearly a decade of 
planning, hard work and prayer, the generous labor and giving of this congregation and staff will come to frui-
tion in a host of beautiful new spaces.  See p. 8 for more information on the schedule and potential impacts of 
the construction.

Did I mention that it’s a great time to be in ministry together at SCAPC?  We have welcomed over 70 new 
members so far this year, as we continue to grow into the church God calls us to be.  Let us thank God for bless-
ing the mission and ministry at St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church! 

Dear Friends,
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BIRTHS
Richard J. Roth, IV, son of Mary Mar-

tin and Richard Roth (1/10/11)
Darryl Danforth Berger, son of 

Corinne and Darryl Berger (1/10/11)
Jane Parker Hillery, daughter of Sergei 

and Sarah Hillery (1/24/11)
Ande Elizabeth Tiller, daughter of 

Allison and Ben Tiller (1/27/11)

BAPTISMS
Caedmon Matthew Hostetler, son 

of Kelly and Matthew Hostetler 
(1/2/11)

Maximilian Holt Delfi no, son of 
Elizabeth Holt and Matthew Delfi no 
(1/16/11)

Sophie Channing Th omas, daughter of 
Rebecca and Miles Th omas (1/23/11)

William Scott Miller Egan, son of Gil-
lian and Patrick Egan (2/20/2011)

Charlotte Elise Norwood, daughter of 
Rebecca and Ben Norwood (2/27/11)

Richard J. Roth, IV, son of Mary Mar-

tin and Richard Roth (3/20/11)
Wilson Phelps, son of Cary Phelps and 

Harold Steinitz (3/27/11)

MEMBER DEATHS
Mrs. A.P. (Mary) Chapman, Jr.
Mrs. Clare Carruth
Mr. J. Barbee Winston
Mrs. Winnie Watson

MARRIAGE
Elizabeth Erin Tallon to Bruce Corbin 

Newman (1/11/2011)
Allison Leighton Mott to William Ross 

Turner (4/30/11)
Jane Elizabeth Pool to Richard Th omas 

Cooney (6/10/11)

GRADUATIONS
Catherine Frampton (University of the 

South)
Christina Peck (Tulane Law School)
Robert L. Stickney II (Vanderbilt Uni-

versity)

Geoff  Elkins (LSU Law School)
Lindsey Baker (Louise S. McGehee)
Ellie Beuerman (Country Day)
Alex Dunlap (Jesuit High School)
Cheney Gardner (Country Day)
Blair Johnson (Louise S. McGehee)
Gilbert McGregor (Lusher)
Ben Morrison (St. Paul’s School)
Christian Vega (St. Charles Catholic)
Kelsey Warren (Louise S. McGehee)

RETIREMENT
John Hope
Tom Allen

AWARDS
Marie Claire Serou- National 

Collegiate Rowing Association (Gold 
Medal)

Cheney Gardner - Morehead-Cain 
Scholarship

Share your SCAPC Member milestones with 
us!  Send them to events@scapc.org.

SCAPC Member Milestones

At the end of our July test run, with the overwhelming encouragement to continue, Congregational Care and 
the SCAPC offi  ce worked out the bugs, and daily devotionals will begin September 1st.  To subscribe, go to www.
scapc.org/devo to add your name to the list (you can unsubscribe anytime).  Previous subscribers are already in-
cluded.

If you are wondering whether or not you really need one more email, read a few comments from our July users:  

I have truly enjoyed these daily devotionals.  I feel they have strengthened my resolve to pray and read my bible daily, 
and they provide a jumpstart to my day! 

Please continue these devotions. I've only been receiving them for a few weeks, but I already look forward to them every 
day!

I have loved receiving these daily devotions from SCAPC. Often, the message is just what I need to hear!

SCAPC Daily Online Devotionals are BACK!
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July 9th-14th, the Junior High youth 
traveled to Southwest Texas for the annual 
Mo Ranch Junior High Jubilee. We left ear-
ly Saturday, spent the night in San Antonio 
at Alamo Heights UMC, and spent Sunday 
at Six Flags Amusement Park. After leaving 
Six Flags we made our way to Mo Ranch 
for four days of fun and worship. Th is year’s 
theme was “Whatever” based on Philip-
pians 4:8, which we hear every Sunday in 
Don’s benediction at the close of worship. 

Each day we danced to energizers, sang 

songs, and listened to a keynote message for 
the day. We broke off  into small groups to 
discuss the message and spend time getting 
to know new people. Each evening we wor-
shipped together and refl ected on the day’s 
message.  We ended each night watching 
the stars and silently praying while refl ect-
ing on our day. 

As a group, we also had the opportunity 
to participate in a ropes course, swim in the 
river, meet each night to discuss our day, 
and to pray together. We all had an excit-
ing time, made new friends, and grew in 
our faith through worship and fellowship.  
Th e folowing people at-
tended camp: Ashlin Mur-
phy, Anne Pateman, Casey 
Root, Shawn Walsh, Henry 
Halphen, Andy Fox, Lee 
Anne Trichel, and Sarah 
Foushee.

Mo Ranch Junior 
High Jubilee 2011

by Lee Anne Trichel

Top: Th e whole group before we left camp | Right: Ashlin and Andy coming back from the Ropes Corse | Below: Casey fl ying by on zip line.
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Avery Strada joins RHINO
by Dave White

It’s not a long trip from Mobile 
to New Orleans, unless you go by 
way of Charleston, S.C., and Au-
burn, Ala.  Avery Strada has trav-
eled the short hop many times, 
the long trek just once.  And that 
one time was what brought her 
to SCAPC as RHINO Program 
Manager.  

Born Elizabeth Avery Hall, 
she was one of three daughters 
of Dr. Frank Hall and New Or-
leans native Charlotte Colomb.  
For many years the Hall family 
has rented an apartment in the 
French Quarter to allow them 
frequent visits.  Those visits 
proved fateful for Avery.  But, 
that’s getting ahead of the story.

The Halls are faithful members 
of All Saints Episcopal Church, a 
mission-oriented church on tree-
shaded Government Street in 
Mobile.  Avery was involved in 
Sunday school and youth activi-
ties from her earliest days.  While 
she was active at UMS-Wright 
private school during the week, 
she always had time to grow her 
faith at All Saints.  

After finishing high school in 
2001, Avery entered the College 
of Charleston, South Carolina.  
She graduated with a BS in His-
tory, which she immediately put 
on the shelf while she traveled 
around the country for a year 
as a national consultant for Chi 
Omega Fraternity.

The combination of her All 
Saints missionary orientation 
and her collegiate Chi Omega 
experiences with Make-A-Wish 
Foundation and Habitat for Hu-
manity led her to decide that she 
would devote her life to helping 
others. As she put it, “While trav-
elling I learned I did not want to 
wear a business suit, I was not 
made to wear high heels all the 
time, and I was not supposed to 
sit in an office where it was quiet 
for 12 hours a day.  I thought to 
myself, and talked about it with 
friends, and knew that God was 
calling.”  So, when the oppor-
tunity came up to return to her 
home church in Mobile as Direc-
tor of Youth Ministries, the an-

swer was easy.  
“It was not the same at All 

Saints as when I was growing 
up,” she said.  “The membership 
had changed.  It felt like a com-
pletely different church, except 
that my parents were still there.  
But four years as youth director 
gave me a fresh perspective.”  She 
was responsible for youth from 
grade six through high school, 
including mentoring and weekly 
programming.  

She organized outreach oppor-
tunities and chaired fund-raising 
activities.  “This work challenged 
me to move the young people 
out of their comfort zones and 
into the neighborhoods.”  The 
projects included delivering food 

Avery hanging out in Dominican Republic with some of her new friends
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To get involved with RHINO, email Avery at avery@scapc.org or 
call her at the church office at 897-0101 x 111). We have a busy 
Fall with lots of volunteers headed our way! Your help is always 
welcome... feeding, hosting, giving tours, working on sites... so, 
please contact Avery to find your fit with RHINO!

to the needy, raising awareness 
of homelessness in Mobile, and 
building Habitat homes.  But 
they also included two mission 
trips to Mexico and one to the 
Dominican Republic.  She found 
that, like RHINO, the missions 
had double-edged outcomes:  a 
deepened faith for those who 
were helped, and a deepened 
faith for the volunteers who gave 
the help.

During the time back at her 
home church she became en-
gaged to her close high school 
friend Jason Strada, and when he 
went off to Auburn University, 
Avery moved too.  While Jason 
completed his Master’s degree 
she served as part-time Youth 
Minister and Parish Coordina-
tor at Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Auburn.  Her contri-
butions included an increase in 
youth-event activities, support 
for new church-wide programs, 
and enhanced communications.

“When my husband was fin-
ishing up, we started toying with 
the idea of where are we going to 
live, what are we going to do?  We 
had a list of a bunch of places in 
the Southeast where we thought 
it might be fun to live—New 
Orleans being one of them.  We 
finally decided we couldn’t sensi-
bly evaluate every possible place, 
so we decided that New Orleans 
was where we needed to be.”

With that, the long version 
of the trip from Mobile was 
complete, and the short hops 
back-and-forth resumed.  Av-
ery’s parents continue to keep an 
apartment in the Quarter.  Her 
sister Katie lives and works in 

New Orleans too.  Sister Tate 
and family are in Oregon.  Ja-
son, who grew up a Presbyterian, 
is associated with the Friends of 
the Cabildo.  They attend Trinity 
Episcopal Church.  

Avery hopes to build on RHI-
NO’s strong base by broadening 
the age range and work oppor-
tunities for volunteers, attracting 
and retaining new volunteers, 
and working with the SCAPC 
congregation to find new ways 
for members to participate. 

What attracted her to the RHI-
NO position?  “I think it goes 
back to the whole idea of what 
we’re called to do.  My mission 
trips in the past were so trans-
formational.  The relationships 
you build with the people you’re 
working with and the communi-
ties you serve are unforgettable.  
I felt like this was a really neat 
call for me in a city that needs so 
much.  What SCAPC and RHI-
NO have done, and are doing, 
is incredible.  And when God 
sees something is that good, it’s 
GOOD.”

“I think it goes 
back to the whole 
idea of what we’re 
called to do.  My 
mission trips in 
the past were so 

transformational.

Avery and Jason enjoying a nice evening out

Avery on a mission trip with members of her 
former youth group and local kids in Mexico
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Pardon our Renovation….
Capital Campaign and Renovation Update

by Michael Bell and Wayne Willcox

The capital campaign for our anticipated reno-
vation was a tremendous success, delivering over 
$4.26 million in pledges by the end of June!  We 
may now move forward with our much-needed 
renovation of the first floor of the Education Build-
ing, consisting of a new Chapel, classrooms, rest-
rooms, library, and Fellowship Hall, in addition 
to a garden with columbarium on the State Street 
side of the Sanctuary.  The renovations will result in 
beautiful new facilities that will help us further the 
mission of our church.

SCHEDULE
We expect the architectural team to finish the 

drawings and specifications by the end of the sum-
mer.  Then bids will be obtained from contractors, 
followed by Session and congregational approval of 
the contract, and then construction is expected to 
commence later this Fall.

In order to reduce the project’s impact on the 
life of our church, construction will occur in two 
phases.  The first and larger phase would put all 
of the first floor of the Educational Building out 
of commission for about nine months, except for 
the current Chapel, the freight elevator and the 
handicap-accessible restroom.  
The second phase would last 
about three months and would 
convert the current Chapel into 
the library and renovate the re-
maining spaces. 

The second and third floors 
of the Education Building will 
remain in use throughout both 
Phase 1 and Phase 2.  Generally, 
access to the second and third 
floors will be by way of entrance 

via the old Chapel or the Sanctu-
ary toward the freight elevator.  
The Nursery School will remain 
in operation throughout the 
2011-2012 year, with the first floor classes moving 
to the first floor of the Land Building after Labor 
Day 2011, while the older children will remain on 
the second floor of the Education Building.  

Throughout the renovation, Sessional committee 
meetings may take place on the second floor of the 
Land Building, or on the second and third floor of 
the Education Building.  Sunday school and other 
gatherings may also take place in these areas.  Sun-
day child care will be held on the first floor of the 
Land Building, and local precinct voting for elec-
tions will be held in the old Chapel.  The only rest 
rooms that will be available will be on the second 
or third floor, the handicap-accessible rest room on 
the floor next to the freight elevator, or at the Land 
Building.  Session will hold its monthly meetings 
and its after-church new member receptions in the 
Sanctuary.  The current Chapel will get much use 
during the first phase of the renovation. It will be 
the setting for Sunday morning coffee hour and 
other gatherings.

South View of the Chapel
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THE NEW CHAPEL
While we will no doubt have to adapt to some 

changes and temporary inconveniences, we are all 
confident that the end results will be very worth it!  
In this issue of the VIEW, we would like to tell you 
about our new Chapel.

The Chapel will be located at the corner of State 
and Benjamin Streets and entry will be through a 
pair of stained glass doors off of a vestibule at the 
end of a much-improved State Street corridor.  As 
you enter the Chapel you will be facing Benjamin 
Street.  Four groups of stained glass windows will 
be on the Benjamin Street wall and two groups will 
be to your right on the State Street wall.  (Note that 
the stained glass windows are still being designed; 
the windows shown in the nearby renderings are 
identical to those in our Sanctuary and are used 
here only as examples).  The pulpit will back up to 

either of these walls, depending on which seating 
arrangement has been selected at that time.  To your 
left will be the relocated organ from our current 
Chapel.  The segmented barrel vault ceiling above 
you will be of Venetian plaster with eight pendant 
light fixtures.  The ceiling will be trimmed with the 
same stained oak that will cover much of the walls.  
The stained oak will be selected to match the oak 
found throughout the first floor of our existing fa-
cilities.  The floors will be porcelain tile.  In fact, all 
of the renovations are designed to complement the 
style and feel of our church, while at the same time 
greatly improving its design and function.

Getting to this point has required the input and 
effort of a great many of you. Your involvement is 
the reason that we are most confident that we all 
will be thrilled with the results. 

Northwest View of the Chapel

Southwest View of the Chapel
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Sarah and Ruby enjoying a evening 
of painting and fellowship

Corks n’ Canvas
by Lindsay Hamm

In June, the 20/30’s participated in a wonderful evening at Corks n’ 
Canvas on Magazine Street.  Fifteen people came to exercise a bit of 
their creative talent—each of us painted our own special rendition of 
an impressionistic St. Louis Cathedral with acrylic paint.  Although 
many of us were a bit nervous at fi rst about the challenging piece 
ahead, once the music started and brushes were in hand we quickly 
became budding artists.  If at any point the painting began to be a bit 
overwhelming, there were delicious drinks to sip and snacks to enjoy 
as we worked! 

Th e event was a great way for the 20/30’s to meet and get to know 
each other better.  For those who were new to 20/30’s, it was a relaxed 
and interactive way to be introduced to new people.  For those who 
have been coming to events for a while, it was a great opportunity to 
learn more about each other.  Th ere is something about working on a 
painting that reveals the uniqueness of one’s personality.  Th is was the 
fi rst time that the 20/30’s have hosted an event at Corks n’ Canvas—it 
probably will not be our last!  If you are in your 20’s or 30’s and want 
to receive emails about our future fabulous events, go to www.scapc.
org/2030 or contact 20/30 director Andy Fox at andy@scapc.org.
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20/30 & 40/50
Night with the Zephyrs
by Ann Maier

It was Friday, a hot day in July. Like many 
other days we St. Charles Avenue Presbyte-
rians worked, took care of our families and 
handled responsibilities---then—we stepped 
away to enjoy ourselves and get to know each 
other a little better. Two of our fellowship 
groups, 20/30’s and 40/50’s, joined up under 
the great organizational skills of Andy Fox at 
the Zephyrs stadium. (Th anks Andy!) 

Th e July 29th Zephyrs game was a double 
header—getting more hours of baseball for 
your money would probably be impossible. 
Minor League baseball games are a great 
place for fellowship—especially when the 
New Orleans Zephyrs play the Iowa Cubs. 
Th ere was plenty of time to talk with people, 
with most of us moving around and chatting 
with diff erent folks throughout the evening.  
New Orleans won the fi rst game 1 to 0, the 
second game went to the Cubs 5 to 1—lots 

of pitching, some stolen bases and other 
baseball related activity. Why anyone would 
ask me to write about baseball indicates the 
great faith of true believers!

Did singles, couples and families get to 
know each other better? Yes. Was it a great 
night to relax and enjoy good company? Yes. 
Was the food good? Yes-I confi rmed that hot-
dogs at the ball game do taste as 
good as ever! Was the 
beer cold? Yes. 
Are we look-
ing forward to 
the next get-
together? Yes! 
Yes! Yes!
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Like the precious gems he once studied, Steven 
has many polished sides that contribute to his bril-
liant tenure as Director of Music/Organist, computer 
problem solver, early publications manager, mentor 
and essential member of the staff  of St. Charles Av-
enue Presbyterian Church.

Steven came to SCAPC twenty-fi ve years ago with 
a Masters Degree in organ performance from Win-
throp College in Rock Hill, SC, having served in 
small churches while a student, and then at Unity 
Presbyterian Church in Ft. Mill, SC, where he also 
directed the Community Chorus.  

Th e search committee was charged with selecting 
an individual who could fi ll full time roles as both or-
ganist and choir director, was experienced with youth 
and young children, fi t the culture of the church and 
New Orleans and was willing to build on a strong 
music program that would become a major pres-
ence in the city.   A year later, following a diligent 
search, Steven’s application appeared.  His interview 
included conducting a choir rehearsal, meetings with 
church staff , raucous dinners with the committee and 
a private recital of both prepared music and challeng-
es given him by knowledgeable committee members.   
Some day ask Steven about  hymn #  !

Steven has long been interested in technology.  
Shortly after arriving he led the charge to bring 
SCAPC into the computer age.  For many years, 
and often to the despair of some Finance and Prop-
erty Committee members, Steven advocated com-
puters for all staff , prodding them to stay up to date 
with technology, and building the church’s web site.  
Th is experience proved invaluable in 2005 when, 
with staff  and offi  cers widely scattered across the 

south, Steven was fi rst able to equip and connect 
staff , and then to access essential church records.  As 
a result, the church continued to function seamlessly.

Always urging new uses, Steven took on in-house 
publishing, quickly identifying others who could as-
sist him.  Hear from Hallie White who became the 
publications manager.

“Steven changed my life more than once – fi rst in 
building me up and being my fi rst confi dant in the love 
of music, and second, in introducing me to the world of 
desktop publishing.  I was fresh out of college, working 
part-time in the church offi  ce, and he showed me how to 
use a beginner graphics program, to make church com-
mittee meeting postcards. He had me hooked.

Over the years, as we advanced in our software, he 
showed me all the secrets of church publishing—how to 
squeeze in 10 extra lines for a prayer added last-minute, 
and other such logistics.   Most importantly he taught me 
the signifi cance of focusing the attention of our 

Steven and Arthur Ghere with thte Lighthouse children

Th e Many Facets of 
Steven Blackmon
by Sydney T. Lawder



Fall 2011 / www.scapc.org / 13Fall 2011 / www.scapc.org / 13

Steven directing  the choir abd LPO at the
Lenton music Program

“Most importantly he 
taught me the signifi cance 
of focusing the attention 
of our congregation on 
the root of our worship 

message before that mes-
sage was even heard – and 
how to recreate that focus 

over and over.”

congregation on the root of our worship message be-
fore that message was even heard – and how to recreate 
that focus over and over.

Steven has that enviable gift for fi nding divine inspi-
ration in everyday things. A perfect example would be 
the bulletin we created for one of the Choir/Orchestra 
Advent programs. One week before, we hadn’t yet cho-
sen a cover design for the program, yet we were both 
intrigued by a hauntingly beautiful piece in the pro-
gram entitled “Sing, Oh, the Wild Wood”. Th e Monday 
before the program, Steven received a catalogue with 
an exquisite photo of snow-laden trees, yet all with gold 
leaves, not green, as if the snow had come early and 
unexpectedly. It seemed to convey perfectly the message 
of Advent. Our program background was immediately 
inspired.”

Steven continued the choirs for children and 
youth and added hand bells to the musical off erings 
for adults as well as youth.  He teaches piano and 
guitar lessons, music appreciation classes and solo 
voice lessons to church members.  Numerous young 
people study with Steven for years.

During his time in New Orleans, Steven has 
forged relationships with musicians around the city, 
from his work with the American Guild of Organ-
ists to members of the LPO and the music faculty at 
Loyola University. He is in demand as an accompa-
nist to small string groups and vocalists.  LPO mem-
bers praise him for his musicianship as a conductor 
when they perform with the Chancel Choir at spe-
cial Christmas and Lenten programs, and never fail 
to say how much they enjoy participating in those 
events.
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Perhaps most signifi cant of all has been his role as 
a mentor. Listen to one of those he nurtured, Sam 
Brandao, now a Tulane University law student.

“It would be hard to overstate Steven Blackmon’s role 
in my life, whether as a music teacher, mentor, or friend.  
We worked together closely for about eight years, begin-
ning when I was 11 and culminating with my senior 
piano recital during the summer before I left for college.  
During that time, Steven taught me piano, guitar, and 
organ lessons, with occasional voice and fl ute lessons 
sprinkled in.  I am now a working church organist and 
piano and guitar teacher in my own right - but Ste-
ven did more than give me the ability to earn a living 
through music; he gave me the priceless gift of joy in mu-
sic, a gift that continues to provide new discoveries and 
experiences that connect me to other people and enrich 
my life.  I cannot think of a more profound success in 
the work of a teacher than to share and inspire that joy 
in a student.  Steven achieved that goal despite the fact 
that I was a less than ideal student, gently guiding me 
past the obstacles of adolescent angst by helping me see 
longer-term priorities in the face of seemingly unending 
distractions.  It was not a smooth ride, and I wish I had 
paid more attention to his advice and his example.  I 
also wish I had practiced more.  But I think those regrets 
also signal what a success he was as a teacher--even now, 
a dozen or more years since our last lesson, I still feel 
strongly the desire to improve and the excitement and 
anticipation of what might lie ahead if I keep working.  
I owe Steven a debt of gratitude that I can never repay.”

Space limits depiction of the many other accom-
plishments of this delightfully humorous man.     
Many of us have special memories of ways Steven has 
touched us—with sensitive attention, with outstand-
ing musicianship, with guidance, with a good laugh.  
What better time than now to let him know?  Join me 
in grateful thanks for a wonderful 25 years, and the 
prospect of many more exceptional times to come.

Steven leading choir practicee

Th e Many Facets of Steven 
Blackmon (cont)
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Again this summer the Presbyterian Women 
continued a favorite activity – the annual 
summer book review. Th e tradition began sev-
eral years ago when the standing Bible study 
groups (which complete their studies in May 
and resume in September) expressed an inter-
est in continuing to gather during the sum-
mer.  Th e women share a love of reading, so a 
book review seemed an ideal opportunity for 
fellowship during the lazy summer months.   

Th is summer the group discussed two sur-
prisingly faith-fi lled books: Coming Back 
Stronger by Drew Brees and In a Heartbeat 
by Leigh Anne & Sean Tuohy, led by the ever 
insightful, Frances McCall. Despite an appar-
ent “gridiron” theme, the books provided ex-
ceptional stories about overcoming adversity 
and the manifold blessings reaped from giving 
back.

Presbyterian Women’s
Fall Update

by Emily Fleshman

Th is fall the PW Bible Study topic is 
Confessing the Beatitudes. Th e Beatitudes are 
some of the most beloved teachings of Jesus, 
yet also some of the most pointed. Th eir point 
may be missed if not studied within their lit-
erary, historical, and cultural contexts. Th is 
study invites us to consider the Beatitudes as 
they might have been heard when Jesus spoke 
them —at the time of the Roman Empire. All 
women are invited to join a PW Bible study 
group (meeting once per month) in Septem-
ber.  Th e Monday group meets at noon over 
lunch, and the Tuesday group at 5:45 p.m. 
over wine and snacks.   Th e church renova-
tion project will require the groups to meet 
in new locations this year.  Watch the weekly 
e-newsletter or church bulletin for updates.  

PW has many exciting activities planned this 
year including the annual women’s retreat, 
Christmas program and Evening of Simple 
Elegance.  Th ere is also interest in growing ad-
ditional Bible study groups, and small groups 
with common interests such as needlework, 
tennis, walking, 
etc. – the time 
is now to get in-
volved!  Ques-
tions? Contact 
PW Moderator, 
Jeanie Clinton 
at 891-3101 or 
jeanieclinton@
yahoo.com.  
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Hope is coming.
Hope is coming, and soon.
For 150 children from all diff erent parts of the 

world, the hope of a sponsor from St Charles Av-
enue Presbyterian Church hovers over their lives, 
like a fl ame about to burst into a roaring fi re of life.  
Hope.

For these 150 children, the hope of a sponsor – 
whether an individual or a family – swims like a mi-
raculous vision before their eyes.  Because when you 
sponsor a child, you help provide him or her with 
access to life-changing basics, like nutritious food, 
clean water, healthcare, and education.  Your rela-
tionship and monthly gift will help that child and 

his family and his community to move 
from despair to hope, from poverty 

to productivity, from an end to a 
miraculous new beginning.

Th rough these 150 children, 150 people or fami-
lies at SCAPC will experience a life-changing rela-
tionship, in which our eyes will be opened to the 
vast reaches of poverty and injustice in our world…
and our hearts will be broken by the things that 
break the heart of God.

God is calling you to consider becoming involved 
in the life of a child – a child of God – in need of 
help.  In  need of water and food and education 
and…hope.

Please help make this hope a reality.
 Join us for SCAPC’s 1st Hope Sunday, on 

September 25th, and help us reach our goal of spon-
sorship for these very special 150 children in need.

HOPE IS COMING…
by Askala Harris & Kelly Hostetler

16/ www.scapc.org/ Fall 2011

from despair to hope, from poverty 
to productivity, from an end to a 

miraculous new beginning.

YOU WANT ME TO SPONSOR A CHILD? 
NY Times columnist Nicholas Kristoff  recently 

quizzed his readers – perhaps you are among them 
– with the following statement:

What is the name of the largest
U.S-based international relief

and development organization?

I’ll give you a hint.  It’s not Save the Children, 
and it’s not CARE — nor is it UNICEF or the Red 
Cross or InterAction – all well-known organizations 

To learn more about  and SCAPC’s Hope Sunday, 
on Sunday, September 25th, please visit our web-

site at www.scapc.org/hope.



Fall 2011 / www.scapc.org / 17Fall 2011 / www.scapc.org / 17

“I knelt down and prayed to the Lord, 
‘Please deliver me.’ Th at’s how sponsorship came,” 
says the mother of Tsehay, above. Sponsorship has 

transformed this family’s life.

Tsehay, 7, lives in Ethiopia. She has fi ve brothers and sisters and her mother has 
taken an orphaned child into the family. Tsehay’s mother struggled to support the 
family by selling fi rewood but earned very little. Th e children had to go to work 
tending cows in the fi eld. Th eir mud-brick hut had a cracked roof that leaked 
water during the rainy season.

Life became so much better after Tsehay’s oldest sister was sponsored 
through World Vision by a woman in Nevada, Donna Galli. Donna’s gifts 
made it possible for the family to build a new home and even enjoy elec-

tricity so the children could study after dark. Today, the children have 
access to assistance such as school fees and supplies, basic health care, 
and improved nutrition. For Tsehay’s family, sponsorship was an answer 
to prayer.

Tsehay, 7, lives in Ethiopia. She has fi ve brothers and sisters and her mother has 
taken an orphaned child into the family. Tsehay’s mother struggled to support the 
family by selling fi rewood but earned very little. Th e children had to go to work 
tending cows in the fi eld. Th eir mud-brick hut had a cracked roof that leaked 
water during the rainy season.

Life became so much better after Tsehay’s oldest sister was sponsored 
through World Vision by a woman in Nevada, Donna Galli. Donna’s gifts 
made it possible for the family to build a new home and even enjoy elec-

tricity so the children could study after dark. 

with a history for helping others.
No, it’s World Vision, a Seattle-based Christian 

organization whose budget has roughly tripled over 
the last decade, under the skilled and inspired lead-
ership of Richard Stearns, whose compelling auto-
biography A Hole in Our Gospel tells the story of 
God’s call in his life – a call that tore him from the 
corner offi  ce at one of America’s most prestigious 
corporations…to walk with the poorest of the poor 
in our world.

World Vision today has 40,000 staff  members 
in nearly 100 countries around the world. Th at’s 
more staff  members than CARE, Save the Children 
and the worldwide operations of the United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID) 
— combined. 

What are they all doing?
World Vision staff  build upon the foundation 

laid by sponsors – people who are willing to reach 

out and connect with a child in need.  Sponsorship 
brings change – not only to that child – but to that 
child’s family, their community, and other children 
in need.  Th at’s because World Vision plans and 
works alongside local community members to help 
build healthy communities for children in impover-
ished places. World Vision partners with sponsored 
children’s communities over the long term to ad-
dress critical needs and help communities become 
self-sustaining.

And when you respond to God’s call to serve the 
poor by reaching out to a child in need…you are 
helping to fi ght poverty and injustice, while creat-
ing a future full of hope for children.  

Sponsoring a child changes the
life of that child forever.

It can change your life, too!
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In an attempt to squeeze every bit of fun out 
of the summer, the Youth Ministry at SCAPC 
held the fi rst ever “Youth Summer Fest”, from 
August 18th-21st. Over the four days, students 
had the opportunity to welcome the new 6th 
grade class, and make a few new friends, all 
while enjoying the newly updated Youth Room. 

Th e activities consisted of; playing  Laser Tag 
in an infl atable arena, running and jumping on 
a challenging infl atable bungee run, enjoying 
dinner and a movie on the big screen, a tubing 
trip on the Bogue Chitto River, and the fi rst of 
many great Sunday Night Youth Group meet-
ings for this school year.

Th irty-two students joined in the fun. 
Be sure to check out the pictures lo-
cated on the SCAPC Youth website, 
www.scapc.org/youth/photogallery.php.

Special thanks to all of our dedicated youth 
volunteers: Dave, Derek, James, Jessie, Kyle, 
Lee Anne, Matt, Melissa, and Sarah. Because of 
their faithful service this ministry is a growing 
and vibrant part of St. Charles Ave. Presbyte-
rian Church!

Youth group members getting ready to go tubing!



Fall 2011 / www.scapc.org / 19

Youth Room
Renovations

During the summer of 2011, with the help 
of volunteers, updates were made to the 3rd 
fl oor youth room. Included in the update: is a 
custom built coff ee and juice bar, a pull down 
screen, a 42” HD-TV, a new ceiling mounted 
projector, a new Foosball table, a set of custom 
made curtains, and there is even some original 
photography taken by SCAPC’s youth. If you 
haven’t seen the new look, take some time to 

walk through the 
3rd fl oor on your 
next visit to the 
church.

Special thanks to: the Property Committee, 
Don and Edna Charles, Kamin Lambertson, 
the youth volunteers, as well as various parents 
and students for making this new look possible.

Here are just a few photos from Summerfest 2011.  
Check out more online at www.scacp.org/youth
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Day 1 - Arrival in Glasgow
In the early morning hours 

of July 31, weary and bleary 
eyed from modern, ineffi  cient, 
jet travel, a steadfast group of 
your fellow congregants, led by 
your indefatigable Senior Pastor, 
landed at Glasgow International 
Airport. After collecting their 
assorted luggage, and clearing 
immigration and customs, they 
boarded a coach (what the Brits 
call a bus) for a brief, escorted 
tour of Glasgow, before settling 
into their rooms at the Carlton 
George Hotel located in the heart 
of the shopping district. Fol-
lowing a well deserved rest, the 
group met in the club room for a 
wee dram (more about that later) 
and the nightly devotional. Th ere 
followed a convivial dinner at the 
hotel, after which, some of us re-
tired to the club lounge for an-
other medicinal dram, while the 
more prudent returned to their 
comfortable rooms to rest for the 
coming day.

Day 2 - Museums and Stirling 
Castle

After a sumptuous Scottish 
breakfast and our daily prayer, 
we toured the main sites of 
Glasgow, including places as-
sociated with the Presbyterian 

Movement. We also toured the 
Hunterian Museum at Glasgow 
University. Adjacent thereto and 
rebuilt whole cloth from down 
the block, was the home of Ren-
nie Mackintosh, the well known, 
if somewhat foppish architect, 
painter and sculptor. Th ink of 
the Arts and Crafts Movement 
on steroids and you should get 
the picture.

Perhaps the most fascinating 
and well designed museum we 
visited was the Riverside Museum 
on the banks of the River Clyde, 
famous for its shipyards which 
made “Clyde Built” synonymous 
with quality and state of the art 

ship building. Th e museum itself 
rivaled anything the Smithsonian 
off ers and was chock full of virtu-
ally every type of transportation 
imaginable from trikes to trolleys 
and steam engines to steam ships. 
Next came Th e Burrell Collec-
tion, a museum fi lled with an 
eclectic assortment of treasures 
collected by a wealthy Glaswe-
gian ship owner in the man-
ner of the robber barons of the 
day( how many ancient Egyptian 
friezes, pieces of European castles 
and priceless tapestries can one 
process before contemplating the 
idea behind progressive income 
taxes?) 

SCAPC’S PILGRIMAGE 
TO SCOTLAND
by Geoff  Snodgrass

Th e whole gang in front of a small hut

Battles and Booze
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Th ink I’m fi nished for the day? 
Well hold onto your seats be-
cause our lavish Volvo coach next 
conveyed us to Stirling Castle, 
the site of many battles between 
the Jacobite Catholics and the 
Hanoverian Protestants. As you 
know, the good guys eventually 
won. Th e castle itself is situated 
on an extinct volcanic outcrop-
ping and has been magnifi cently 
restored to its original splendor. 
One of our number was actu-
ally overheard to say that she 
had dreamed of living in such a 
place as a little girl. I bet Mary 
Queen of Scots who did live 
there wished she had lived some-
where else. Castles are nice, but 
one shouldn’t lose their heads 
over them.

Also at Stirling, was the monu-
ment to William Wallace who 
routed the forces of the King of 
England at the Battle of Stirling 
Bridge and a statue of Robert the 
Bruce who defeated the dreaded 
English at the nearby Battle of 
Bannockburn.

Day 3 - Loch Lomond and 
Inveraray Castle

For the less erudite among you, 
a loch is a lake and the Scottish 
Highlands are replete with these 
large, deep bodies of water and 
their associated glens or valleys. 
We didn’t take the high road, nor 
the low road to meet in Loch Lo-

mond, but we did dodge many a 
lorrie (what the Brits call a truck) 
on our hair raising journey. At 
Loch Lomond, we boarded a 
modern tour boat for a private 
cruise and an unforgettable view 
of the many country homes and 
hunting lodges built by the Vic-
torians to enjoy their guilty plea-
sures. Most of these getaways 
were guarded by gate houses that 
rivaled the homes of Audubon 
Place. Nice work if you can get 
it. Loch Lomond is also associ-
ated with Rob Roy MacGregor, 
made famous by Liam Neeson. 
We were informed by our knowl-
edgeable tour guide, Lorna, that 
“Rob Roy” was a much more ac-
curate depiction of history than 
Mel Gibson’s portrayal of Wil-
liam Wallace in “Braveheart.” She 
also assured us that the Scots nev-
er revealed their bare bums to the 
British, as depicted in the movie, 
but how she would know this re-
mains something of a mystery.

By now you may be wondering 
how the Scottish royalty lives. 
You need look no further than 
Inveraray Castle, the hereditary 
seat of the Dukes of Argyll, still 
home to the 13th Duke who has 
been reduced by circumstances to 
charging admission to his home 
and gardens so the great un-
washed can get a glimpse of what 
a billion or so pounds can still 
buy. We were told that the 12th 

Duke had been in need of funds 
to restore the castle, but not to 
worry, as the largest landowner in 
Scotland, he simply sold the Isle 
of Iona. All of this rank and priv-
ilege comes at a price, however. 
Th e Duke has responsibilities at 
court and must escort the Queen 
when she visits Scotland. Having 
no experience in these matters, 
I think it might be akin to the 
meeting of the Courts of Rex and 
Comus when some fellow blows 
a whistle to get the festivities go-
ing.

Day 4 - Oban, Mull and Iona
After overnighting in Oban, 

a picturesque tourist and fi sh-
ing village on Scotland’s west 
coast and a busy ferry port ser-
vicing the Hebrides Islands, we 
boarded a modern Caledonian 
MacBrayne Ferry (think cruise 
ship) to the Isle of Mull where we 
enjoyed our fi rst truly sunny day 
whilst (another word the Brits 
use) viewing with awe the rug-
ged, natural beauty of the moun-
tainous island. By this time, we 
hardly noticed the danger lurk-

Th e Frampton clan
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ing around every corner as our 
experienced driver, Andrew, ex-
pertly navigated the single track 
road which was more appropriate 
to herding the ubiquitous sheep 
than bearing the load of a 40 per-
son motor coach.

As we reached the southern 
tip of Mull, we boarded another 
ferry. This time, a wee member 
of the MacBrayne fleet, built for 
the short hop to Iona, which you 
will recall was once the proper-
ty of the Duke of Argyll, but is 
best known as the spot where St 
Columba brought Celtic Chris-
tianity to Scotland from Ireland 
and where he built a small abbey 
which remains today thanks to 
modern restoration techniques 
and the largess of pilgrims like 
us. We had ample time to explore 
the island before hopping back 
to Mull and our intrepid Andrew 
who once again proved his mettle 
by navigating around the sheep 
herds and safely depositing us at 
Tobermory, the island’s capitol.

Most of our number was more 
interested in exploring the nooks, 
crannies and shops of the quaint 
seaside village, whilst our thirsty 
pastor, your sheepish correspon-
dent and other miscreants, to re-
main unnamed, took advantage 
of our brief respite to visit The 
Mishnish, a pub of much distinc-
tion, serving the island’s fine sin-
gle malt whisky which we found 
quite restorative.

Day 5 - Fort William, Loch Ness 
and Inverness

From Oban, we motored 
to Fort William, through the 

beautiful Highlands, resplen-
dent despite the mist and light 
rain which our remarkable guide 
called “drookit.” It was here on 
our journey that she pointed out 
the cloud enveloped slopes of 
Ben Nevis, the highest mountain 
in Great Britain. Some “know it 
all” from the peanut gallery asked 
her if she had bagged this par-
ticular Munro and she was much 
pleased to explain that a Munro 
was any British mountain over 
three thousand meters and “bag-
ging” simply meant that it had 
been summited. Coincidentally, 
our much accomplished Lorna 
was wearing a badge attesting to 
the fact that she had bagged all 
300 Munros, some of them mul-
tiple times so much for Monkey 
Hill. 

Arriving in Fort William, an 
overrated tourist trap, we rested 
at a large coach stop (kick backs 
to the tour operator perhaps?) 
selling overpriced Scottish wool-
ens and other junk, I mean sou-
venirs. Whilst there, yours truly 
added to his ever increasing col-
lection of airline size bottles of 
single malt whisky for later con-
sumption. Then it was on to Fort 
Augustus and the famous Loch 
Ness, home to the eponymous 

monster which some of us caught 
on film during our loch cruise. I 
kid you not. Although drookit, 
we huddled in the cabin and mar-
veled at the depth finder which 
registered 700 feet in places. We 
were rightly impressed to learn 
that Loch Ness holds more water 
than all the other lakes in Great 
Britain combined, and that’s a lot 
of water, cher. Fort Augustus was 
well worth the stop, not only for 
its quaint village and scenic beau-
ty, but because it straddles the 
Caledonian Canal, an engineer-
ing feat built in the early 19th 
century linking the Scottish west 
coast at Inverness to the Scottish 
east coast at Fort William. 

Our next stop was Inverness 
itself, the administrative center 
of the Highlands. By now you 
may be wondering why so many 
Scottish towns contain the prefix 
“Inver.” Well, it’s quite simple ac-
tually. Inver means “mouth of” 
in Gaelic. Hence, Inveness is sit-
uated at the mouth of the River 
Ness. 

We spent several hours at the 
mouth of the River Ness and 
once again enriched the local 
merchants selling trinkets from 
the many shops displaying “Sale” 
signs. One particularly gullible 

SCAPC’S PILGRIMAGE 
TO SCOTLAND (cont)

Pe ium quo volupti il iusantia dis mostibus eos autae ident rent.
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member of our group bought 
a crystal tumbler from which 
to enjoy his earlier purchases 
only to subsequently learn that 
at 50% off , he had paid more 
than the regular price at a shop 
down the street. Nevertheless, 
I am enjoying my purchase but 
recommend that whilst in Scot-
land, you avoid purchasing items 
from Sikhs wearing kilts. At least 
I wasn’t seen entering a fast food 
restaurant selling Scottish food 
(McDonald’s) as was another 
member of our group. For the 
right amount of money, I would 
be only too happy to produce the 
photograph. 

Day 6 - Sorry Charlie
Starting to get the drift of this 

yet? Leaving Inverness, we mo-
tored southwest to Speyside, 
home to almost as many distill-
eries as SCAPC has congregants. 
We sojourned at Craigellachie 
Hotel, a comfortable sanctuary 
in the style of a Victorian country 
house on the banks of the River 
Spey. Among its other virtues, 
Craigellachie houses over 700 
single malt whiskys, the largest 
collection of any bar in the world, 
several of which were sampled by 
the merely curious among us. 

After yet another delicious 
Scottish breakfast, your brave 
pilgrims set forth to Culloden 
and its informative visitor center 
where we learned about the Jaco-
bite and Protestant causes from 
their respective viewpoints. Th e 
Battle of Culloden was the last 
act of the 1745 Jacobite Uprising 
and featured the Jacobite sup-
porters of Charles Edward Stuart, 
“Bonnie Prince Charlie”, against 

the loyalist army of William Au-
gustus, Duke of Cumberland. 
Th e Jacobite cause of overthrow-
ing the reigning House of Ha-
nover and restoring the House of 
Stuart to the British throne was 
dealt a decisive defeat at Culloden 
and Charles Stuart was forced to 
abandon his attempts to enforce 
his claim to the throne. 

Leaving Culloden, we felt in 
need of cheer, so we headed back 
to Speyside where we toured the 
Glenfi ddich Distillery and were 
schooled in the crafting of fi ne 
malt whisky before sampling the 
product which proved to be fi ne 
indeed. Th e next day, we wound 
our way through more beautiful 
countryside toward Edinburgh, 
but not before an obligatory stop 
at the home of golf, St. Andrews, 
a university town with beautiful 
cathedral ruins and much charm.

Day 7 - Edinburgh and Th e Roy-
al Edinburgh Tattoo

We arrived in Edinburgh for 
two lovely nights at the Radisson 
Blu Hotel on the Royal Mile, the 
stretch of the old town running 
between Edinburgh Castle and 
Holyrood Castle, the Queen’s of-
fi cial residence whilst in Scotland. 
Th e highlight of our stay in Edin-
burgh was the Royal Military Tat-
too, an unbelievable extravaganza 
which takes place at Edinburgh 
Castle and features countless 

military 

bands from across the globe. Bac-
chus and Endymion take notice. 
You got nothing on the Tattoo 
which inspired and exhilarated 
us despite a drenching rain.

Day 8
Our last day in Scotland was 

“fl ex day.” Most of our group 
elected to tour the Borders, that 
part of Scotland that borders 
England, hence its name. You 
will have to consult someone 
from that group for a descrip-
tion of that tour because your 
correspondent was playing golf 
with the male members of Clan 
Frampton at Dalmahoy Coun-
try Club and, as you might have 
guessed, it wasn’t drookit. Aside 
from his apparent infl uence over 
the weather, our pastor demon-
strated remarkable skill with his 
golf clubs and was witnessed to 
have fi red an exceptionally low 
round. It kind of makes you 
wonder.

My fi nal thoughts are these; 
should you ever have the chance 
to go on a SCAPC trip, JUST 
DO IT. Th e opportunities for 
fellowship, enlightenment, and 
spiritual growth are nothing 
short of miraculous. 

too, an unbelievable extravaganza 
which takes place at Edinburgh 
Castle and features countless 

military 
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SCAPC’s Hope Sunday, on SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, please look inside 
for more information or online at www.scapc.org/hope.

HOPE IS COMING…


