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As I write this, I am almost halfway through my sabbatical, a time away 
from normal responsibilities for refreshment and restoration. I suppose it’s 
going well; the few people I’ve bumped into have said, almost to a person: 
“You really look refreshed and restored!” I’m not sure quite how to take this, 
shuddering to think what I looked like before shoving off. It reminds me of 
the one-liner: “if you look like your passport photo, you need the trip!”  

At any rate, the “trip” has been great, affording me the freedom to chip 
away at a tall stack of books I put together this spring. These include 
readings in theology and ecclesiology (what people are saying about the 
present and future of the Church), several volumes of poetry recommended by trusted (and much 
wiser) friends, and even some works of fiction people have been telling me to read. I am so glad to have 
resumed a regular, daily discipline of prayer and meditation, and have had the opportunity to sit in on 
other worship services (always slipping into the last pew). I’ve even found a couple of opportunities 
to sharpen the old golf game. August will be more of the same, only punctuated with some hiking in 
western North Carolina and a weekend on the coast of Rhode Island where I will once again serve as 
serve as guest preacher at a charming, seaside chapel.

I am most grateful to the Session and congregation for this break. And, I am truly indebted to Sarah 
for ably holding down the pastoral fort in my absence, not to mention the other members of our truly 
incredible church staff. Day by day, I feel I am being renewed with strength, energy, and enthusiasm 
for the road ahead and will look forward to the road ahead as together we seek to follow Christ into the 
world.

You are in my prayers, daily. See you in September!

With gratitude,

Don Frampton
Senior Pastor
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Campers hurried after game character 
Carmen Sandiego, which 
took them from 
the islands of the 
South Pacific, to 
the rainforests of 
South America, 
to the metropolis 
of New York, through 
exciting curriculum that included: art, 
yoga, physical activity, cooking, creative 
writing, golf, science experiments, arcade 
games, etc. 

In addition, campers took part in 
weekly swimming adventures (only 
rained out once!) and incredible field 
trips to Preservation Hall; Laser Tag & 
Games; the Audubon Zoo, Aquarium, 
& Insectarium; Sector 6; City Park’s 
Carousel Gardens; and more! The action 
concluded August 4 with a signature 
Carrollton Camp Field Day.

Parents raved about camp activities 
and staff, most who volunteered their 
time to make camp a success. Thanks 
again for all of your support! -Sean Tate

Mission Trip Reestablishes 
Ties to Dominican Republic 
Congregation

In June, SCAPC members took a step 
toward reestablishing a relationship 
with a small, inner-city Santo Domingo 
congregation by spending a week 
working alongside church members 
on projects important to their 
church community.  

From 1995 through 2002, nearly 
100 SCAPC members traveled to 
the tiny congregation, participating in 
construction projects, leading Vacation 
Bible School programs, and even building 
a small medical clinic to improve access 
to healthcare among the largely poor 
church community.

This year’s trip, led by Associate 
Pastor Sarah Chancellor-Watson and 
Youth Intern Caitlin Vanderwolf and 
planned with assistance from mission 

co-worker Jo Ella Holman, brought our 
congregations together to conduct 
door-to-door public health surveys and 
undertake repairs at the local seminary. 
The community survey work was an 
extension of a 2016 SCAPC benevolence 
grant to identify challenges associated 
with limited access to healthy foods and 
preventative healthcare. Participants 
included Lisa Edridge, Avery Hall, Greg 
Beuerman, Mary Lynn Lunn, Emma Lunn, 
Ashlin Murphy, James Murphy, Stephanie 
Rehkopf and Della Tasker. 

Other highlights included a church 
service with welcoming remarks toward 
us and the visit of retired pastor Luis 
Padilla, who was instrumental in fostering 
many years of connectivity with his 
congregation. SCAPC members also 
squeezed in a morning tour of Santo 
Domingo, the Americas’ oldest capital 
city, and an afternoon at a local beach.
Despite a 17-year hiatus from an active 
relationship with the church, this trip 
demonstrated the depth of Christian 
love and provided a fresh opportunity to 
consider God’s will for future engagement. 
- Greg Beuerman

Alison Infante will visit 
the Presbytery of South 
Louisiana and SCAPC

Alison Infante Zamora, Pas-
tor of Juan G. Hall Church 

in Cárdenas, Cuba, is serv-
ing as Moderator of the 
Matanzas Presbytery. He 
is married to Sarahi and 

has two children. 
Alison is the official 

representative for the Matanzas 
Presbytery to attend the Cuba Partner 
Gathering held Sept. 13-16 in Houston. 
SCAPC will host Alison on Sept. 11, with a 
tour of  the church, a RHINO tour, and a 
PW Bible study. In 2012, SCAPC helped to 
install a water purification system at Juan 
G. Hall and continues to maintain it. 
- Laura St. Clair

A Personal Perspective on 
Montreat Youth Conference

It’s a place that thousands of Presby-
terian youth go during the summer for a 
week of devotion, fellowship, and wor-
ship. Having experienced Montreat Youth 
Conference for the past two summers as 
an attendee, I loved the idea of taking on 
a leadership role this year. So, I applied 
for Jeremiah’s Project,a small group that 
helps with worship throughout the week. 

With only eight other youth, each of 
us took part in sections of the service 
multiple times. For one of the first ser-
vices, our group acted out the scripture 
passage to engage our 
fellow teens. I wore 
sunglasses to sym-
bolize I was a spy in 
the story of Jericho. 
It was a goofy merg-
ing of past and present 
that helped tired youth 
sitting in the audience become more en-
gaged in the Bible story. 

My favorite part of worship was to 
lead the passing of the peace. There was 
something about telling 1,200 people, 
“peace be with you,” and all 1,200 re-
sponding “and also with you,” that put a 
smile on my face. After, the auditorium 
would erupt in people embracing one 
another, wishing peace upon them. To 
lead such an interactive part of worship 
showed me firsthand that God isn’t just 
on stage or in the words of scripture, but 
in the people who make up the church. 

Another way I was of use to God this 
week was serving communion for the 
first time. Who knew that saying, “the 
cup of our salvation” 100 times would 
be so difficult! Although my Montreat 
experience was different than in years 
past, my favorite part remains the same: 
bonding with my SCAPC youth group. 
Whitewater rafting, sharing every meal, 
talking late at night, and worshiping God 
together further bonds the youth of this 
church.  - Shelby Sundmaker 

News IN BRIEF
Two Sunday services 
resume August 20

The regular Sunday service schedule 
resumes August 20. The Chapel service 
is held at 8:30 a.m. and the Sanctuary 
service is held at 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
school classes will begin September 10.

Aden Program launched
The Aden program is running! Four 

participants are spending time around 
the table on Tuesdays and Thursdays. We 
titled our group “the lunch club,” since 
much of our time is spent conversing and 
enjoying a meal together. We play cards 
often and are great at word games. We 
also enjoy having guests – some favorites 
have been Louellen Berger with her 
balloon game, Jenny Baldwin with her 
Ukelele, Coco the dog, and Gael who 
facilitated guided meditation.  

We have room for at least two 
more participants, so please spread 
the word. We would love for church 
members or friends to share their talents 
with us – whether it’s music, art, or an 
enjoyable group activity. Morning and 
afternoon times are available. Contact 
Program Director Adelle Bergman to 
help, aden@scapc.org or (504) 962-9027.

RHINO rebuilds tornado-
damaged homes in NO East

In February, a RHINO group from 
Danville Presbyterian Church (Kentucky) 
was finishing a Habitat for Humanity 
home on America Street in New Orleans 
East. I had driven to SCAPC to pick up 
lunches when my phone rang with a 
tornado warning. Outside, dark clouds 
were enclosing the city. My 
colleague convinced me 
to wait 20 minutes for 
the warnings to pass 
before returning. 

When I returned, 
the massive tornado 
had just passed. It 

touched down only 15 blocks away, but 
somehow our volunteers, who went 
inside when the warnings started, never 
saw it. I am grateful every day that no 
one was seriously injured. 

SBP, a local non-profit, did a great job 
of responding to the aftermath, helping 
homeowners contact insurance, plan 
for rebuilding, and get volunteer help. 
This summer, three Camp RHINO groups 
worked with SBP on tornado-damaged 
homes. We helped to build a new roof, 
put in drywall, mud, and paint. 

RHINO has provided a response to 
local disasters like this tornado for 12 
years. Seeing the healing that comes as 
our volunteers help our neighbors return 
home is a blessing for us all. -Caroline 
Cottingham 

Alla Soroka of This Child 
Here will visit U.S. as an 
International Peacemaker

SCAPC supports This Child Here, a min-
istry focused on orphaned 
children in Odessa, 
Ukraine. Alla Soroka, 
TCH's Project Man-
ager, was featured 
by the Presbyterian 
News Service. Below is 
an excerpt. Read the full 
text at: www.presbyterian-
mission.org/story/ukrainian-peacemak-
er-devotes-life-helping-risk-youth/ 

Although she never planned it as her 
life’s vocation, Alla Soroka has been 
working with at-risk children since 2005. 
She found her passion, and her trust in 
God, working with teenage prisoners, 
children and orphans living in the 
streets of her native Odessa, Ukraine. 
She will be sharing her experiences this 
fall (Sept. 22 – Oct. 16) at Presbyterian 
churches, universities, and theological 
institutions in the United States as a 2017 
International Peacemaker.

The challenges Soroka faces in Ukraine 

have roots that go back nearly 
a century to her country’s 
communist heritage. 

“My country has 
a difficult past, and 
we’re dealing with rules 
established under the 
Soviet regime,” said Soroka. 
“Quite often I see damaged kids, and 
many have damaged parents. Children 
who live in orphanages or prisons live in a 
system that doesn’t address their needs. 
They’re deprived of care, support, and 
understanding and no one values their 
importance or uniqueness. I find that 
often parents have a childish attitude 
because of their past, where they were 
left to fend for themselves.”

This Child Here’s executive director, 
Robert Gamble, is a graduate of Columbia 
and Princeton seminaries. He served as 
an officer in the Coast Guard and as a 
mentor to Soroka.

“Robert… breathes Christianity and 
evangelism by putting it into practice; he 
is not just a theorist. We have the same 

goals, and we’re both empowered by 
caring for children,” said Soroka. “Some 
of our greatest support for our projects 
have been financed by Presbyterians; 

for that we are extremely grateful.”
Soroka looks forward to being an 

International Peacemaker with the 
PC(USA) and believes it’s a powerful 
experience when people from different 
cultures meet and are linked by the same 
goals and values.

“There is a lot of precious power in 
peacemaking and God loves it.”

Carrollton Camp hosted 
100 campers for a Carmen 
Sandiego-themed program

With the expansion of Carrollton 
Camp from two weeks to eight and from 
40 to about 100 campers, there was 
one direction we could take this year’s 
program: around the world! 
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and spurn any evidence to the contrary as the nonsense of atheists 
who reject God because they don’t want God interfering with 
their moral choices. Although skillfully presented, their rebuke 
of modern evolutionary science negates their premise that God’s 
existence is provable. It is only provable if you agree with their 
premise! Kenneth R. Miller, evolutionary biologist at Brown 
University and devout Catholic, counters that evolutionary theory 
is compatible with creationism because that is how God designed it! 
See Finding Darwin’s God: A Scientist’s Search for Common Ground 
Between God and Evolution.

Hard core skeptics won’t be persuaded to delve deeper, but 
for most seekers of the truth, Geisler and Turek offer a useful 
contribution. Geisler and Turek seek to persuade others that their 
faith is grounded in reality. After all, they concede the evidence of 
the Big Bang which created the universe and reasonably assert that 
creation requires a Creator.  

From Caitlin Vanderwolf

The Farming of Bones by Edwidge Danticat

The Farming of Bones' female protagonist, Ama-
belle Desir, is a Haitian-Dominican servant 
who lives and works in the home of a Spanish-
born colonel and his wife in the Dominican 
Republic. Amidst the increasing violence 
against Haitians by the Dominican government 
and military under dictator Trujillo, Amabelle 

and her partner Sebastien attempt to navigate their relationships 
with one another and their friends, families, masters, and commu-
nity members. Severe and terrifying circumstances force Amabelle 
and Sebastien to make hasty and dangerous decisions and encoun-
ter some unlikely companions. This heartbreaking story paints an 
accurate picture of the broad conflict between Haitians and Do-
minicans in the Dominican Republic through a personalized lens. 

I read this novel on the plane to the Dominican Republic mis-
sion trip this June. This book was crucial to understanding the 
tension between Haitian-Dominicans and Dominicans today. I 
recommend this book to anyone who has been to the Dominican 
Republic, has a family member who went on the trip with SCAPC 
in June, or plans to join us in the coming years in our mission on 
the Isla Hispaniola. 

From Jodi McWilliams

The Legacy of Luther, edited by R.C. Sproul 
and Stephen J. Nichols

Five-hundred years ago, a young German 
Augustinian monk nailed a list of 95 theses 
on the Castle door in Wittenberg. The theses 
addressed points of theology that Martin 
Luther longed to illuminate within the Roman 
Catholic Church, which had strayed far from 

the Gospel taught by Augustine, whom Luther greatly admired. 

From Patti Pannell

A Flaw in the Blood by Stephanie Barron

Stephanie Barron, acclaimed author of the 
bestselling Jane Austen mysteries, brilliantly 
mixes mystery, suspense, and historical detail in 
her newest work, A Flaw in the Blood. The story 
opens at Windsor Castle in 1861, where Prince 
Albert, Queen Victoria’s consort, lies dying. 

For unknown reasons, the Queen summons Patrick Fitzgerald, 
an Irish barrister who participated in the trial of the Queen’s would-
be assassin many years earlier. Within hours of his departure from 
the castle, Fitzgerald’s carriage has an “accident;” his beautiful ward 
is nearly murdered; his chambers lie ransacked; and another girl is 
dead. The remainder of the story follows Fitzpatrick and his ward, 
Georgiana, as they unravel who may be trying to kill them and 
why, as they flee across several countries with villains chasing them. 

The characters and plotline – a female doctor in the 1860s; 
a case of hemophilia in the royal blood line; a plucky, likable 
Irishman; and a crazed and paranoid Queen are fascinating, and the 
story is well-written. The villains in this book are deliciously evil, 
and the “good guys” are just flawed enough to make them real and 
encourage you to root for them to persevere.

Barron changes the narrator's perspective in several chapters: 
first that of the Queen and then of Fitzgerald. It’s hard to like 
Victoria, and whether Barron has taken liberties with her portrayal 
– as petty and vindictive – is questionable and may be offensive to 
Anglophiles and history buffs. All in all, I found it a thoroughly 
entertaining, somewhat educational, and very enjoyable read. 

From Geoff Snodgrass

I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist 
by Norman L. Geisler and Frank Turek

This is a great book of Christian apologetics 
for the skeptic and believer alike. Geisler and 
Turek have crafted a detailed exposition for the 
existence of God. They argue that science, logic, 
and reason lead to the inescapable conclusion 
that God created the universe, and the Gospels 

reveal the truth about Jesus.
The authors rebut the arguments of skeptics with heavily 

researched and easily comprehensible writing supporting 
creationism. But, they won’t debate the age of the Earth or whether 
dinosaurs and humans coexisted. Unlike creationists of old, they 
are modern fundamentalists who offer Intelligent Design (ID) as 
the explanation for existence. In simple terms, ID is creationism 
for intellectuals, and it has no shortage of well-educated adherents. 
I had to suspend my disbelief as they sought to debunk evolution. 
Notwithstanding the authors carefully reasoned opposition to 
macro-evolution (they concede that evolution might operate on 
a micro scale), they dismiss evolution as requiring its own leap of 
faith. They presume to present incontrovertible evidence of ID 

Luther couldn't have imagined the sheer number of conflicts that 
would punctuate the remainder of his life as a result. 

The Legacy of Luther, a collection of meticulously-researched 
essays, is a journey back to the 16th Century and the beginnings 
of our Protestant faith. The book is divided into three sections: 
Luther’s Life, Luther’s Thought, and Luther’s Legacy. The essays 
do not discount his faults, but concentrate on his contributions to 
the Christian faith: author, expository preacher, musician, Bible 
translator, Reformed theologian. Chapter 10 could be the most 
important in the book, describing Luther’s hunger for God’s Word 
and desire for fellow Germans to have it in their language. 

Sola Scriptura and sola fide (“Scripture alone” and “faith alone”) 
became the pillars on which the Reformation was built. Luther’s 
unwavering conviction that salvation comes from faith in Christ 
alone began a battle, the magnitude of which we can hardly grasp 
today. The authors of this book of essays illuminate brilliantly the 
tremendous debt we owe to the great Reformer: post tenebras lux 
(“light after darkness”).   

From Ruth Hinson

Tutankhamun-The Untold Story by Thomas 
Hoving

I found myself developing a surprising 
curiosity about the discovery of Pharaoh 
Tutankhamen’s tomb. First, this is without 
question the richest archeological find in history 
(in financial value). Second, the phrase “untold 

story” gets me every time!
Hoving was the director the Metropolitan Museum of Art’s 

exhibition, The Treasures of Tutankhamun. He had read everything 
multiple times—from scholarly works to pop culture—about this 
teenage Pharaoh. Hoving had also read the journal of Howard 
Carter, the archeologist who made the discovery, multiple times. 
On this latest reading, Hoving noticed something odd—something 
he knew was against the nature of an archeologist: find the tomb 
but wait until the next day to open it. No, it would never happen.

With this, Hoving became suspicious that Carter’s explanation 
was authentic. But what was the factual account? Hoving set out to 
find the story, and in this book, he recounts it quite well.

I especially enjoyed meeting the two remarkable men on 
this quest, Howard Carter and George Herbert, and how each 
manifested hope in such human and inhuman ways. They were an 
odd pairing. Herbert, the Fifth Earl of Carnarvon, was a rich and 
charming ne’er-do-well, and Carter, with no formal education, 
came to archeology by apprenticeship. Was it providence or chance 
that brought these men together to unearth the only tomb almost 
completely untouched in the Valley of the Kings? It was the 
archeological discovery that professionals and laymen alike said 
would never happen.

Studying these two personalities is my favorite part of the 
story—and, too, the mummy’s curse. (This is not a joke.) 

Book REVIEWS
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From Rev. Tom Paine
The Boy Who Loved too Much
 by Jennifer Latson

Jennifer Latson, daughter of an Aden 
Program participant, recently wrote 

The Boy Who Loved Too Much. As we 
listened to her being interviewed, I was 
hooked. Her parents lent me a copy.

The book chronicles the journey of Eli D’Angelo from birth to high 
school graduation, from the perspectives of mother and son. Eli 
has Williams’ Syndrome, a rare genetic condition which affects 
about 20,000 people in our country. It is a condition similar in 

many aspects to autism, and those with it 
often see everybody as their friend. We see 
joy, challenge, frustration, isolation, and love, 
as they are experienced by special needs 
children and their parents.

Even if you don’t have experience with Wil-
liams’ Syndrome, this book is relatable. One 
reason I was attracted to the book is that our 
son is on the autism spectrum, and I’ve had 
many parishioners over the years further 

along the spectrum. I have seen them struggle and thrive. I think 
ministry with those with special needs is an underdeveloped min-
istry of Christ’s larger Church.

One thing parents learn is that children with special needs may 
lack in one area of development but have gains elsewhere. For 
example, people with Williams’ Syndrome tend to have musical 
talents. How can we help make all people feel more fully part of 
the Body of Christ?

People with Williams’ Syndrome, in some regards, experience life 
as it will be one day in Christ’s Kingdom. For surely when we are 
there, everyone will be our friend, and we will not need to worry 
about threats, and people will not have to worry for us either. 
Maybe looking through their eyes can teach us all something 
about what it is to be made in Christ’s image.

I recommend the book. It is easy to read and helps you experi-
ence life from two different people’s perspective. 
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CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES

Children, 3 years old through 5th grade, are invited to Sunday 
school classes. Classes meet on the second floor of the church and 
are divided into age groups. They will study the Old and New 
Testaments and learn how the stories relate to their lives today. 
Classes resume September 10. For more information, contact Michele 
Murphy – michele@scapc.org.

Launch

WEDNESDAY NIGHT OUT
Dinner starts at 6pm. Cost is $8/adult and $5/child or $25/family 
(children under 18). Reserve a spot at www.scapc.org/wno
Sept.13: Collegiate Night – show your school spirit!
Sept. 20: Trivia Night
Sept. 27: Global Ministries’ 100-year celebration
Oct. 4: Home Chefs Recipe Exchange
Oct. 8: Golf Tournament and SCAPC picnic at Audubon Park
Oct. 11: Pumpkin-palooza / New Member night
Oct. 18: RHINO Birthday Party
Oct. 25: Scotch-tober Fest, celebrating our Scottish Heritage
Nov. 1: Recipes / Entertaining Tips
Nov. 8: SCAPC 500!! Zucchini Races
Nov. 15: Bingo night
Nov. 29: Gingerbread house building
Dec. 6: White Gift wrapping party 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
All Sunday School classes held at 9:30 a.m.

World Missions: Past, Present, and Future 
September 10-24 | Land Building Riverside
In honor of the 100th anniversary of our first missionary, we'll engage in discussion around Global Ministries. 
What is our global legacy? What is being done now? What might the future of mission work look like? All 
ages and experiences welcome to lend their voices. For more information contact Pastor Sarah – sarah@scapc.org

Christian Parenting – Children and Materialism
September 10 – October 1 | 2nd floor conference room
Materialism permeates our life; many of us have far more possessions than we need or use, and this tendency 
to accumulate sends the wrong message to our kids. Ever heard: “values are caught, not taught?” We need 
to walk the truth before our children. This study helps us grapple with how to teach children sacrifice, 
generosity, and stewardship. For more information, contact April Weiser – adweiser@cox.net.

Feasting on the Word
Sundays starting September 10 | Library | Led by: Michael O’Keefe
Join us for a deeper exploration of the biblical texts of the day’s service.  Christian faith will be enhanced 
when the Scriptures read and proclaimed in worship are reinforced and expanded during Sunday school. For 
more information contact Michael O’Keefe – mroyokeefe@gmail.com.

Christianity and Existentialism - the Religious Beliefs of Kierkegaard and Camus
Oct 8 – 29 | Land Building Riverside | Led by: Fred Lyons 
Christianity and existentialism are thought to be mutually exclusive. But Soren Kierkegaard, the first 
existentialist, was a passionate advocate of Christianity. Albert Camus in his later years became intrigued by 
Christianity. This course explores how existentialism can be reconciled with Christianity through two of its 
most prominent philosophers. For more information, contact Fred Lyons – fredlyons504@gmail.com.

Divine Dance by Fr. Richard Rohr 
Sundays Nov. 12 – Dec. 3. | Land Building Lakeside | Led by: Beth Poe, Bob Stalcup, and Charlotte Mathes
God is not what most people think. Visions of an angry, distant moral scorekeeper or a supernatural 
santa claus handing out cosmic lottery tickets to those who attend the right church or say the right prayer 
dominate our culture. For many others, God has become irrelevant or simply unbelievable. The Divine 
Dance explores the early Christian image of the Trinity: perichoresis, a circle dance. The unending flow of 
giving and receiving between Father, Son, and Spirit is the pattern of reality. God is not only a dancer, but 
the Dance itself! For more information contact Beth Poe – bethpoe@tulane.edu.

SMALL GROUPS
Women’s Bible Study: The Wonderful and Weird Old Testament 
Wednesdays at 5:15 p.m. Begins Sept. 13.
This class is great for anyone who finds the Old Testament difficult 
to read and understand. We will be using The Bible From Scratch: The 
Old Testament for Beginners ($10 on Amazon) and other resources 
to build a framework for understanding the cultural, historical, 
theological, and literary context of the OT that will help us in our 
life-long study of Scripture. For more info contact sarah@scapc.org.

Men’s Bible Study (MBS): Wednesdays, 5:00 – 5:45. Resumes 
September 13.

RHINO
Caroline Cottingham: caroline@scapc.org

Dinner Volunteers: In September, RHINO will resume hosting out-
of-town adult and college groups. If you'd like to host a group for 
dinner or volunteer in other ways, contact Caroline.
Unity Build: We will take part in the Unity Build, a local Habitat 
for Humanity build with eight other faith communities from 
Greater New Orleans, with activities for children, youth, and adults 
to get involved! Activities will take place October 8-21. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
PW Circles (Bible Study) (resume week of Sept. 10)
•	 Monday Circle | 2nd Monday, 11:45 a.m. | Land Bldg, Riverside
•	 Lambeth House Circle | 2nd Monday at 2:30 p.m. 
•	 Tuesday Evening Circle, 2nd Tuesday with refreshments & wine, 

5:45 p.m. | Land Bldg., Lakeside

PW Needlepoint Group meets on Thursdays, 10 a.m., Land Bldg. 

PW Book Club meets monthly, third Thursday, 5 p.m., Land Bldg.

Simple Elegance
Tuesday, October 10 | 5:30 p.m. | home of Annabeth Goodman

Eden House Advent Party (hosted by PW)
Sunday, December 10, 2017 | 3:00 p.m. | Eden House

PW Christmas Service
Tuesday, December 12, 2017 | 6:00 p.m. | Chapel 
Reception to follow at home of Mary Lynn Lunn

Annual PW Retreat
January 22-23, 2018 | Solomon Retreat Center | Robert, LA

For more info, including volunteer opportunities, please contact PW 
Moderator Hallie Boh at 504-352-3657 or hallieboh@gmail.com.

YOUTH
Regular Youth Schedule—Starts September 10

• Sunday School: 9:30-10:15 a.m.—3rd Floor Youth Room
• Youth Group: 5:00-7:00 p.m.—3rd Floor Youth Room

Youth Fall Kickoff
• Sunday, September 10—5:00-7:00 pm

Fall Retreat
• Friday-Sunday, October 20-22

Youth Sunday
• Sunday, November 12

Senior High Small Group
Middle School Girls Small Group

• Begin in September. Contact andy@scapc.org for more details.

2017 FALL PROGRAMS

1
2
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Together

The Joys and Challenges of Inter-
generational Mission

This summer I had the great privilege 
of leading an inter-generational 
mission trip of five youth and six 

adults to the Dominican Republic. 
This trip marked a return to a community 

that we’ve worked in the past and to a 
commitment to create mission opportunities 

where everyone in our congregation may learn from 
one another. 
Planning this trip had a few challenges as we dealt with 

logistics and how to “market” such a trip to both youth and 
adults. But with the past success of the Dominican Republic 

trip and other trips to Cuba, we had sturdy shoulders to 
stand on and great support from the Global Ministries 

and Spiritual Formation Committees in the 
planning process. 

While in the Dominican Republic, I 
reflected on how different this trip would 

have been had it been just adults or just 
youth. The youth on our trip rose 

to the occasion in maturity and 
enthusiastic participation; 
the adults encouraged our 

young people. There was 
genuine connection of relationship 

between them. I observed during 
our evening devotional how each 

person’s reflections taught everyone else. 
These moments, whether discussing our faith 

journeys or the proper way to shuffle a deck of 
cards, demonstrated how we can learn from one 

another, regardless of age and life stage.
As I tell folks about our experience, one thing I repeat 

is that this trip was just the beginning. In the next few years, 
we want to send another team of youth and adults to the 
Dominican Republic to serve side-by-side and to build 
relationships with each other and with our Dominican 
neighbors. This commitment to inter-generational mission is 
playing out in many other ministries, and I am encouraged 
by the ways we are seeking to be inclusive. 

Cultivating a culture of inter-generational connectedness
As much as we desire inter-generational connection, 

it can be difficult to cultivate a church ethos that values 
this connection. In our larger culture, young people are 

inundated with extracurricular activities, sports, and school 
work. Families can feel overwhelmed at these commitments, 
and participating in mission can feel like another burden 
rather than a blessing. Church culture naturally divides 
members along generational lines, as cohorts are formed and 
mission projects are easily accomplished within small groups. 
Furthermore, logistics, safety concerns, and the abilities 
of volunteers present challenges. For example, Habitat for 
Humanity only allows volunteers older than 16, and many 
community ministry partners operate on week days, leaving 
only those with flexible schedules available to serve. 

 Despite these challenges, we have seen successful 
initiatives to engage in cross-generational mission work. 
The middle school girls group connected with Presbyterian 
Women, and together they completed service projects with 
the SPCA, Okra Abbey, and global ministry partner Days 
for Girls. Many RHINO projects seek to include volunteers 
of all ages in the work that takes us into places like Pigeon 
Town, City Park, and Baton Rouge. We strive to include 
young people in mission, and we value our youth’s leadership 
on session which guides our work together.

Creating this church culture, where those of any age 
feel included in the work of the church, doesn’t happen 
overnight. Through dedicated leaders’ years of service, we are 
now achieving the change we wish to see. We must continue 
nurturing the seeds planted by those who have gone before 
us and continue in our effort to include children and young 
people in leadership and mission. In a church that identifies 
as mission-oriented, we cannot forget to teach our children 
these same values. We learn best together about who we are as 
the Church of Jesus Christ. We are richer in our life of faith 
when we include all ages in the work of the church. 

Get involved this fall
This fall we have a few opportunities to engage in mission 

together. Community Ministries is sponsoring a Fall Family 
Day of Service on September 23, and planning is underway 
for service projects in which everyone can participate. 
We will begin the day with prayer and breakfast and end 
with a family lunch. We also committed to a Habitat for 
Humanity Unity build with eight other communities of 
faith in New Orleans. Together we will build a home for a 
single mother over the October weekends. The age limit for 
construction is 16, but many activities will allow those of any 
age to participate. Finally, if you feel called to serve on the 
Community Ministries or Global Ministries committees and 
shape our life of service, please contact me at any time. 

The small, Presbyterian church in Jenks, Oklahoma, in which I grew up relied on devoted volunteers 
to lead our children and youth ministries. Having these adults around me, who weren’t my parents, 

provided the opportunity to form meaningful relationships with adults who taught me about the Bible and 
about Christian service and life in Christ.

My family was one of those who, if the church doors were open, we were there. Whether a Saturday church 
work day, a pancake fundraiser for local missions, or the food bank for a day of sorting canned goods, there I 
was serving alongside members of my church family of all ages. By the time I was in high school, I served on 
the mission committee and helped to lead our congregation. To this day I am incredibly grateful to the adults 
in my church, who nurtured in me gifts to serve and share Christ’s love through mission. 

BY SARAH CHANCELLOR-WATSON, 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR MISSION

Growing & Serving

The Fall Family Day of Service is planned for September 23. The 
day will begin with prayer and breakfast and end with a family 
style lunch. Watch the bulletin and e-news for coming details.
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Henrietta says the hope is that the 
celebration inspires SCAPC members to 
even greater efforts to serve Jesus Christ 
throughout His world. A special offering 
will be taken on Sept. 10 to provide for an 
expanded program of global ministries.

History of SCAPC's World Missions
Before SCAPC was a church, it began 

as a Sunday school mission of First 
Presbyterian Church (FPC) in 1905. The 
following year, the Sunday school moved 
to a residence at the corner of St. Charles 
Avenue and State Street, which had been 
purchased by First Presbyterian Church.

That afternoon Sunday school grew 
eventually into a church with regular 
worship services, called the St. Charles 
Avenue Branch of the First Presbyterian 
Church. In 1917, the Branch Church 
called its first full-time pastor, John 
Samuel Land, and he served as pastor 
until 1959. 

While still a mission of FPC in 1917, 
church members asked Rev. Land to 
support a missionary. He suggested a 
college mate, Rev. Augustus Davis and 
wife Mary Elizabeth, missionaries in 
Brazil, launching our work in global 
missions.

The congregation began supporting 
missionaries in China and Korea in 
1918. Mexico was added in 1929, and 
through the past 100 years, SCAPC has 
supported mission projects and more 
than 50 mission co-workers in over 20 
countries, including: Argentina, Armenia, 
Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Congo/Zaire, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, 
Egypt, Ghana, Guatemala, Kenya, Korea, 
Lesotho, Malawi, Mexico, Netherlands, 
Pakistan, Palestine, Philippines, Somalia, 
Sudan, Switzerland, Taiwan, Ukraine, and 
Vietnam.

The Branch remained a mission of 
FPC until December 20, 1920, when we 
became an independent church.

 

201719961991 2012
SCAPC holds Spanish 
classes to translate 
correspondence from 
Cuban partners.

Youth made 1st of 5 
annual mission trips 
to the Dominican 
Republic.

SCAPC helps install 
clean water systems 
at El Fuerte & Juan 
G. Hall (Cuba).

SCAPC celebrates 
100 years of 
World Missions in 
September.

Researching 100 Years 

of GLOBAL MISSIONS
In September, Global Ministries 

will unveil a booklet that culminates 
nearly 12 months of research. 

John Geiser presented the 
idea for a booklet to the Global 
Ministries team in August 2016. 
He and Henrietta Harris proceeded 
to conduct the research, calling 
upon church members for their 
recollection of mission activities, as 
well as culling historical documents.

The duo also visited the archives 
at Austin Presbyterian and 
Columbia Theological Seminaries 
and corresponded with numerous 
agencies, including: The Historic New 
Orleans Collection, The Presbyterian 
Historical Society, The Presbyterian 
Mission Agency, and many more.

Join the celebration! 
Sept. (month-long): Exhibit from 
Presbyterian Historical Society
Sept. 10: Special offering to expand 
global ministry programs
Sept. 27: Weds. Night Out (Missions 
program & Brazilian menu, 6 pm)

Rev. and Mrs. A.L. Davis, SCAPC's first supported 
missionaries in 1917, served in Brazil.

SCAPC adults and youth participated in an inter-generational mission trip to the Dominican Republic in June 
2017 to re-establish a long-time partnership with a small, inner-city Santo Domingo congregation.

years of Global Missions

During September, St. Charles 
Avenue Presbyterian Church 

will celebrate 100 years of supporting 
ministries and missionaries around 
the world. Rev. Don Frampton, 
Senior Pastor, says that global mission 
has played an enormous role in our 
congregational life. 

“Even before the church was 
established in 1920, when we were still 
meeting as an afternoon Sunday School 
class – ourselves a ‘mission’ of First 
Presbyterian Church – we financially 

supported a missionary to Brazil,” Don 
says. “In short, we spent money on 
others before we ever spent money on 
ourselves. World mission remains vital to 
the church, a fact we proudly celebrate 
as we look back on 100 years of global 
mission support.”

On Sept. 27, the Wednesday Night 
Out program will feature a Brazilian 
menu (in honor of our first foreign 
mission) as well as speakers and a video 
presentation. The September celebration 
includes a month-long exhibit from the 

Presbyterian Historical Society featuring 
photos and documents of mission 
activities in countries where SCAPC 
has supported missionaries or mission 
projects. 

Global Missions will also unveil 
a booklet documenting 100 years of 
missions at SCAPC. Primarily researched 
by Henrietta Harris and John Geiser, it 
features a timeline of the past 100 years, 
more than 50 photos of past and present 
mission co-workers, a suggested reading 
list about missions and more.

1917 1920 1937 19881961
SCAPC supports 
first missionaries: 
Mr. and Mrs. A.L. 
Davis in Brazil.

SCAPC becomes 
independent church 
on Dec. 19 with 209 
charter members.

The Davises visit 
SCAPC on the 20th 
anniversary of our 
partnership.

Rev. & Mrs. Davis 
retire but remain 
living in Brazil.

Partnership between 
El Fuerte (Cuba) & 
SCAPC is official.

BY HENRIETTA HARRIS AND JOHN GEISER, 
CO-CHAIRS OF GLOBAL MINISTRY CELEBRATIONS



14          ST. CHARLES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH WWW.SCAPC.ORG          15

MILESTONES

BAPTISMS

MARRIAGES

David & Emily Lake
Charles & Nancy Carson
Zach & Hillary Christiansen
Nell Wilson
James & Amanda Winston
Curtis Cunningham

NEW MEMBERS BIRTHS

Courtney Liddle & Mark Schulingkamp

As of August 6, 2017

Tucker Krehl Stillwagon (May 18, 2017)
  son of Claudia & Brad Stillwagon
Edward Duke Sapir (May 27, 2017)
  son of  Charlotte & John Paul Sapir
Remy Charles Karas (June 8, 2017)
Jack Perry Karas (June 8, 2017)
  sons of Catherine & Claire Karas
Seldon Hart Hagler (July 19, 2017)
  son of Genny & Seth Hagler
Henry Clayton Eiswirth (July 24, 2017)

 son of Clayton & Emily Eiswirth

In the fall of 2013, I was approached 
by a Loyola University freshman 

looking for ways to get plugged into our 
church. She had only been in New Orleans 
for a few weeks, and having come from 
Pennsylvania, she was far from home and 
looking for a church family. Little did I 
know that four years later we would be 
saying farewell to our first Youth Ministry 
Intern as she departs SCAPC upon 

graduating from Loyola 
University. 

Caitlin 
Vanderwolf 
has spent the 
last four years 
helping serve 

the youth of St. 

Charles Ave. Presbyterian Church in ways 
that have transformed lives. The first two 
years she served as a volunteer, and the last 
two as a paid intern. There is simply not 
enough room in this space to adequately 
describe all that she has done. She has 
given of herself above and beyond what was 
expected of an “intern.” Armed with the 
gift of music, an open and inviting spirit, 
and a willingness to approach any project 
with joy, she has served our youth well.

She has certainly set the bar high for 
future youth interns. Please join me in 
wishing her well as she continues her 
journey with God. Lastly, thank you, 
Caitlin for being a wonderful partner in 
ministry, you will be missed!

Send your milestones to Membership 
Coordinator Camille Zander: 
camille@scapc.org.  

YOUTH INTERN CAITLIN VANDERWOLF DEPARTING UPON GRADUATION

Valentine Xavier Newcomer
 son of Elizabeth & Michael Newcomer
William Clay Graben
 son of Kimberly & Kevin Graben
Winston Douglas Yoder
 son of Simone & Carl Yoder
Grayson Reed Winston
 son of Amanda & James Winston
Griffin Pearl Stagg
 daughter of David & Andie Stagg

David Watson was 
ordained as a 
Teaching Elder 
(Minister of Word 
and Sacrament) 
in the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) on August 13 at 
Covenant Presbyterian Church in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. David 
is married to Associate Pastor Sarah 
Chancellor-Watson. David anticipates 
joining the Presbytery of South 
Louisiana shortly as a member-at-
large. He works at Baptist Community 
Ministries where he serves as 
chaplain for the New Orleans Police 
Department.

DAVID WATSON 
ORDAINED IN 
PC(USA)

What would you do if given the chance to take six 
weeks, in which your only “job” was to rest? It’s 

amazing how much work goes into planning six weeks of rest! 
Of course, all the planning was worth the effort as I spent 
a week biking and camping along 165 miles of the Natchez 
Trace. I read and journaled daily; I spent many hours with 
Cooper at the dog park; and I gave myself permission to take 
as many naps as possible—one day I even got two naps in 
before lunchtime! 

One of the biggest lessons that I learned during my time 
away, was that I was carrying more stress than I realized or 
than is healthy. After the first week, I was much more pleasant 
to be around, at least that’s what my family thought! I can 
also say that slowing down enough to rest was hard. It took 
intentional effort to not plan too much each day. I had to 
get over my desire to get things done to feel productive. In 
our culture, it seems that busy-ness is glorified and Sabbath 
is looked down upon. Maybe God has had it right all along? 

Work hard, sure, but don’t forget to rest, to be still, to 
acknowledge that the creator allows and encourages, some 
would even say commands, us to rest and to breathe deeply. 

As I look back on my sabbatical, I am so thankful for the 
time that I was given to step back from the day-to-day tasks 
of youth ministry. I am moving forward into the fall with 
a renewed spirit and energy, as well as a new focus on how 
to deal with the stress of juggling family, full-time youth 
ministry, and self-care. 

"What would you do if given 
six weeks in which your 'job' 
was to rest?"

BY ANDY FOX, DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS

Working to Rest
BY ANDY FOX, DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS

A photo from Andy's 165-mile bike ride along the Natchez Trace.

DEATHS
Jane B. Morrison
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